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Acknowledgement 
of Country
The Department of Treasury and Finance 
acknowledges the Aboriginal peoples of South 
Australia, and we recognise and respect them  
as custodians and Traditional Owners of land, 
sea, and waters in South Australia. 

We recognise their unique culture, heritage, 
customs and spiritual connection with land, 
sea and waters. 

We pay respect to Elders past, present and 
emerging and respect their cultural authority 
as Aboriginal people.

Flinders Rock, Flinders Ranges National Park
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Treasurer's  
Foreword

Deep Creek Conservation Park, Blowhole Beach, Cape Jervis
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I am pleased to present the South 
Australian Government Sustainability 
Report 2024, the state’s first iteration  
of climate-related disclosures. 

This report highlights the Malinauskas 
government’s ongoing commitment to  
a sustainable South Australian economy 
that works to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions, capitalise on our position  
as a global leader in renewable energy 
generation and to improve the wellbeing 
and prosperity of all South Australians. 

In 2024, we introduced more ambitious 
greenhouse gas emissions and renewable 
energy targets, committing to: 
•	 achieving net zero greenhouse  

gas emissions within the state  
by 31 December 2050 (net zero). 

•	 reducing net greenhouse gas 
emissions by at least 60% below  
2005 levels by 31 December 2030.

•	 achieving 100% net renewable 
electricity generation in the state  
by 31 December 2027. 

This Sustainability Report facilitates climate 
accountability and transparency and 
provides insight into how the state will 
manage the impacts of climate change. 
Future climate disclosures will build upon 
this Sustainability Report.

Hon Stephen Mullighan MP 
Treasurer
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South Australia

APY Lands
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South Australia is the central southern 
state of mainland Australia with a total 
land area of over 980,000km2. 

South Australia’s landscape varies from 
rugged outback wilderness and desert, 
including some of the most arid parts  
of the Australian continent, to forests, 
pastoral, agricultural and viticultural lands. 
The state’s coastline stretches more 
than 5,000km. 

South Australia is home to the lower 
sections of the River Murray, which flows 
through the Riverlands and into the Lakes 
and Coorong region, to the south-east of 
the state capital, Adelaide (Living in SA).

The state has a population of over  
1.8 million people, 1.5 million of whom 
live in the Greater Adelaide region 
(2021 Census, Australian Bureau of 
Statistics (ABS)). 

Large regional population areas include 
Mount Gambier in the state's south-east, 
and Whyalla, Port Lincoln and Port 
Augusta on the Eyre Peninsula. 43,000 
people, 2.4% of the population, 
identify as being Aboriginal and/or 
Torres Strait Islander.￼

The greater Adelaide area covers 
almost 11,000km2, from Cape Jervis in 
the south, to Murray Bridge in the east 
and the Barossa wine region in the north.

Artefacts from the Flinders Ranges 
in South Australia show that this 
area was occupied 49,000 years 
ago. Aboriginal people occupied all 
areas of the state, including 
Kangaroo Island.

Government  
Operating  

Expenditure 

2022-23

Government  
Assets

2022-23

Government  
Revenue

2022-23

�	 Health (28.5%)
�	 Education (20.7%)
�	 Social protection (13.1%)
�	 General public services (10.1%)
�	 Public order and safety (8%)
�	 Transport (7.2%)
�	 Housing and community amenities (4%)
�	 Recreation, Culture and Religion (3.9%)
�	 Economic affairs (2.9%)
�	 Environmental protection (1.5%)

�	 General public services (35.9%)
�	 Transport (20.9%)
�	 Social protection (13.7%)
�	 Housing and community amenities (10.1%)
�	 Education (5.1%)
�	 Health (4.3%)
�	 Environmental protection (3.8%)
�	 Recreation, culture and religion (3.5%)
�	 Public order and safety (1.9%)
�	 Economic affairs (0.8%)

�	 Grant revenues (51.6%)
�	 Taxation revenues (20.2%)
�	 Charges for goods and services (18.7%)
�	 Other revenues (6.2%)
�	 Interest income (3%)
�	 Dividends and income tax equivalents (0.3%)

Figure 1: State government financial snapshot, 2022-23

Part of the state budget has been mapped at a macro level to  
the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (UN SDGs).

https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/about-sa/living-in-sa
https://www.abs.gov.au/census/find-census-data/quickstats/2021/AUS
https://www.abs.gov.au/census/find-census-data/quickstats/2021/AUS
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Ownership of dwellings (9.6%)

Health care and social assistance (10.3%)

Figure 2: South Australian Gross State 
Product by industry, 2012-13 to 2022-231

Transport, postal and warehousing (4.4%)

100%

0%

Electricity, gas, water and waste services (3.2%)

Financial and insurance services (7%)

Administrative and support services (3.1%)

Accommodation and food services (2.6%)

Mining (5.8%)

Rental, hiring and real estate services (2.4%)

Professional, scientific and technical services (5.3%)

Construction (7.5%)

Other services (2%)

Retail trade (5.2%)

Wholesale trade (4.7%)

Manufacturing (7.1%)

South Australia enjoys a vibrant, diverse 
economy ranked the number one 
performing economy in the nation in 
2023-24. (State of the States report July 
2024, CommSec). Gross State Product 
(GSP) in 2022-23 was $142 billion, up 3.8% 
from the previous year in real terms.

South Australia's economy is changing and 
diversifying, with significant growth in the 
services, information and communications 
technology industries, and the retail and 
commercial sectors have emerged as key 
economic drivers (Australian Nation 
Accounts: State Accounts 2023, ABS). 
Industries including renewable energy, 
education, mining and clean technology 
play a major role in the state economy. 
Accommodation and food services, and 
arts and recreation are also major 
economic growth areas, growing 16.9% 
and 15.6% respectively in 2022-23, 
benefiting from inbound tourism and 
strong patronage to a growing sporting 
and cultural events calendar.

Wheat remains the state’s single largest 
export, with copper the second largest – 
an essential material in decarbonising 
economies both domestically and across 
the globe. 

The state government continues to invest 
heavily in infrastructure, including over 
$25.6 billion in planned infrastructure 
investments between 2024-25 and 
2027-28 (State Budget 2024-25, South 
Australia). This includes over $3.2 billion in 
new hospitals and healthcare facilities, 
and over $2 billion for new housing 
projects and related infrastructure.

1 Average share of nominal output by industry,  
2012-13 to 2022-23

Education and training (6.1%)

Public administration and safety (5.9%)

Agriculture, forestry and fishing (5.8%)

Information media and telecommunications (1.7%)
Arts and recreation services (0.6%)

https://www.commbank.com.au/articles/newsroom/2024/07/state-of-the-states-july.html
https://www.commbank.com.au/articles/newsroom/2024/07/state-of-the-states-july.html
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/economy/national-accounts/australian-national-accounts-state-accounts/latest-release
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/economy/national-accounts/australian-national-accounts-state-accounts/latest-release
https://www.statebudget.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/1014369/24-25-Budget-Overview.pdf
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The Economist’s 2024 Global Liveability 
Index ranked Adelaide as one of the most 
liveable cities in the world, enjoying a 
temperate climate, pristine beaches, close 
proximity to wine regions and the Adelaide 
Hills, connected by an expansive network 
of roads and public transport. 

Adelaide is Australia’s only designated 
UNESCO City of Music. Major events 
include the:
•	 Adelaide Festival, internationally 

recognised as Australia’s 
pre-eminent arts festival.

•	 Adelaide Fringe Festival, a 
world-renowned annual arts festival 
that celebrates culture, place and 
artists around the world, running for 
64 years.

•	 WOMADelaide, an iconic open-air 
festival founded in 1992, showcasing 
global acts in music, arts and dance.

•	 AFL Gather Round.
•	 Adelaide 500.
•	 internationally renowned cricket 

fixtures such as The Ashes tour. 

Adelaide is the first  
National Park City  
in the Southern Hemisphere 

Adelaide’s renowned Park Lands  
are protected by the Adelaide Park  
Lands Act 2005. 

Rundle Street, Adelaide

Credit: joeyjoenes

https://www.eiu.com/n/campaigns/global-liveability-index-2024/
https://www.eiu.com/n/campaigns/global-liveability-index-2024/
https://www.nationalparkcity.org/
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The Government  
of South Australia 

South Australia is one of six states that, 
together with two territories, comprise  
the Commonwealth of Australia.  
	
The South Australian Parliament is based 
on the principles of the Westminster 
system of Parliamentary Government.  
The government is formed by the political 
party that holds the majority of seats in 
the Parliament’s lower house, the House  
of Assembly. 
	
The state’s Constitution, set out in  
the Constitution Act 1934 provides the 
overarching legislative framework for  
the governance of South Australia.

The Government of South Australia 
operates under responsible Cabinet 
Government, whereby the Governor  
acts on the advice of Cabinet, which is 
comprised of government Ministers and 
led by the Premier.

Cabinet is the state government’s central 
decision-making body and is the forum 
where Ministers meet to discuss and 
determine issues of importance to the 
state. Cabinet sets the state government’s 
policy and strategic direction.
	
Cabinet has control of the public sector, 
with each Minister in charge of their 
relevant state government department.  
Ministers work with their appointed heads 
of department, usually Chief Executives,  
to ensure the efficient operation of 
government.
	
The South Australian public sector 
operates through numerous departments 
and statutory authorities. As separate 
entities, they have governance and 
accountability responsibilities to Ministers 
and boards according to their enabling 
legislation and relevant policies. Public 
sector agencies report separately to 
Parliament about their operations through 
annual and financial reports.

Parliament House, Adelaide
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List of government entities under ‘Administration of Government’ is not exhaustive.

Constitution Act 1934

Governor of South Australia

The Legislature The Executive The Judiciary

Parliament

Legislative Council

House of Assembly

Cabinet Ministers

State Supreme Court

Lower-level State Courts

Administration of Government

Attorney-
General’s 

Department

Audit Office  
of South 
Australia

Courts 
Administration 

Authority
Defence SA

Department  
for Child  

Protection

Department  
for  

Correctional 
Services

Department  
for Education

Department  
for Energy  
and Mining

Department  
for  

Environment 
and Water

Department  
for Health  

and Wellbeing

Department  
of Human 
Services

Department 
for 

Infrastructure 
and Transport

Department  
of State 

Development

Department  
of Primary 
Industries  

and Regions

Department  
for Housing  
and Urban 

Development

Department 
of Treasury 
and Finance

Department 
of the Premier 
and Cabinet

Electoral 
Commission 

of SA

Environment 
Protection 
Authority

Green  
Industries  

South  
Australia

SA Fire and 
Emergency 

Services 
Commission

SA Country 
Fire Service

SA 
Metropolitan 
Fire Service

SA State 
Emergency 

Service

SA Tourism 
Commission

SA Police

TAFE SA Public Trustee

South  
Australian 
Housing  

Trust

SA WaterRenewal SA

HomeStart 
Finance

Lifetime 
Support 
Authority

ReturnToWork 
SA
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First Nations Voice to Parliament

The South Australian First Nations Voice to 
Parliament (the Voice) is a representative, 
legislatively created, elected body for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people in the state. The Voice aims to 
promote greater Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander representation and 
participation on matters, policies and laws 
that affect their communities in South 
Australia at the highest levels, including  
to Parliament, Cabinet and the state 
government via the South Australian 
public sector. Inaugural elections were 
held on 16 March 2024, and the first 
formal meeting of the Voice was held  
in June 2024. 

Country Cabinet
 
Country Cabinet is a government initiative 
where Cabinet meetings are held in 
regional locations across the state. This 
facilitates discussion of the unique 
challenges and opportunities facing the 
state’s regions. These Cabinet meetings 
also provide opportunities for ministers 
and executives to spend time visiting 
people, businesses and organisations 
across the regions.

In 2024, Country Cabinet was held on the 
Eyre Peninsula in May and in Encounter 
Bay and surrounds in October. 

Smoking Ceremony, Voice to Parliament

https://www.firstnationsvoice.sa.gov.au/
https://www.firstnationsvoice.sa.gov.au/
https://www.dpc.sa.gov.au/responsibilities/cabinet-and-executive-council/country-cabinet
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South Australian Economic 
Statement 

The South Australian Economic Statement 
outlines the state government’s vision for 
an economy that is fit for the future – 
improving the wellbeing of all South 
Australians. The three key elements at the 
heart of this vision are to have an 
economy that is “smart, sustainable and 
inclusive”.
•	 A smart economy will support the 

economic prosperity of South 
Australia by finding new and better 
ways of doing things.

•	 A sustainable economy respects its 
natural resources and implements 
policies that seek to mitigate and 
adapt to climate change. 

•	 An inclusive economy puts South 
Australians and their wellbeing at the 
centre of economic decision making.

The Statement identifies three strategic 
objectives to:
•	 Capitalise on the global green 

transition – utilising South Australia’s 
sustainability credentials and natural 
endowment to provide green energy, 
products and services to the world, 
contributing to smart and sustainable 
economic ambitions.

•	 Be a partner of choice in an insecure 
world – in an increasingly fragmented 
world, taking advantage of the relative 
security and stability of South 
Australia, as well as industry strengths, 
to move exports up the value chain to 
more complex products.

•	 Build South Australia’s talent –  
to assist the transition to a smart, 
sustainable and inclusive economy, 
enabling South Australia to make the 
most of economic opportunities, while 
ensuring all South Australians can 
participate and enjoy a higher 
standard of living.

Port Augusta Renewable Energy Park

https://www.premier.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/895054/SA-Economic-Statement.pdf
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Climate Targets, 
Emissions, Metrics 
and Data

Starfish Hill Wind Farm, Cape Jervis
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Targets

The state government is committed to 
accelerating the achievement of emissions 
reduction and renewable energy targets 
for South Australia and has introduced to 
Parliament amendments to the Climate 
Change and Greenhouse Emissions Reduction 
Act 2007 (the CCGER Act) to legislate 
updated targets.

The updated net zero target aligns with 
both national and international targets 
including the:
•	 Paris Agreement, a binding 

international treaty on climate change, 

adopted by Australia at the UN Climate 
Change Conference (COP 21)  
on 12 December 2015. The Paris 
Agreement’s overarching goal is  
to hold “the increase in the global 
average temperature to well below  
2°C above pre-industrial levels”  
and pursue efforts “to limit the 
temperature increase to 1.5°C  
above pre-industrial levels”.

•	 federal government’s legislated target 
reducing Australia’s net greenhouse 
gas emissions to zero  
by 2050.

The amendments to the CCGER Act 
require the Minister for Climate, 
Environment and Water to set interim 
greenhouse gas emissions reduction 
targets for 2035, 2040 and 2045, and  
to set each interim target five years  
in advance.

South Australia is a world leader in 
renewable energy and boasts plentiful 
and accessible renewable energy 
resources, particularly wind and solar 
power. The state’s renewable energy 
sources are capable of generating over 
100% of the state’s electricity needs in 
favourable conditions. The state is on its 
way to reaching its renewable electricity 
target by 2027 [figure 3].

Figure 3: Statewide Greenhouse Gas Emissions (MtCO2-e) and  
Percentage of Electricity Generation from Renewable, 2004-05 – 2021-22
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�  Renewables (%) —  Greenhouse Gas Emissions

New targets to:
•	 achieve zero net greenhouse 

gas emissions in South 
Australia by 31 December 
2050 (net zero target)

•	 reduce net greenhouse gas 
emissions in South Australia 
to at least 60% below 2005 
levels by 31 December 2030, 
and

•	 achieve 100% net renewable 
electricity generation by  
31 December 2027.

https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=%2FC%2FA%2FCLIMATE%20CHANGE%20AND%20GREENHOUSE%20EMISSIONS%20REDUCTION%20ACT%202007
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=%2FC%2FA%2FCLIMATE%20CHANGE%20AND%20GREENHOUSE%20EMISSIONS%20REDUCTION%20ACT%202007
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=%2FC%2FA%2FCLIMATE%20CHANGE%20AND%20GREENHOUSE%20EMISSIONS%20REDUCTION%20ACT%202007
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement
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Context

The state government has identified 
targets and actions to reduce emissions 
and support climate adaptation. South 
Australia enjoys a world-class renewable 
electricity grid and is well placed to meet 
the state government’s ambitious targets 
for emissions reduction and renewable 
electricity generation. 

Investment in renewable electricity 
infrastructure, carbon sequestration and 
the development of a range of emissions 
reduction policies across the state has led 
to a significant decrease in statewide 
greenhouse gas emissions.  

Bungala Solar Farm

In 2004-05, South Australia 
generated 100% of its electricity 
from fossil fuels. In 2022-23 South 
Australia’s renewable electrical 
generation reached almost 74%.
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Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Statewide emissions

Between 2004-05 and 2021-22, South Australia’s net carbon dioxide (CO2) equivalent 
emissions fell from 36.5 million tonnes to 15.8 million tonnes – a reduction of almost 57% 
[figure 4].

Figure 4: Statewide emissions by Sector, 2004-05 to 2021-22

�	 Waste
�	  Land Use, Land Use Change and Forestry 
�	 Agriculture

�	 Other energy 
�	 Industrial Processes
�	 Fugitive emissions from fuels

�	 Manufacturing industries and construction 
�	 Transport
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—  Total (net emissions)
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In 2021-22, contributions to total net state 
greenhouse gas emissions included:
•	 39% from transport, which 

represents the main source of 
emissions via liquid fuels. Transport 
emission sources include road 
transport, domestic aviation, rail and 
shipping. Emissions from transport 
may be impacted by road transport 
demand and road transport fleets, 
changing consumer preferences for 
diesel over petrol and the demand for 
diesel vehicles in the resources sector. 

•	 37% from agriculture, including 
livestock industries (enteric 
fermentation and manure 
management), agricultural soils and 
soil applications, such as fertiliser 
usage. Emissions from agriculture are 
impacted by a range of factors, 
including market conditions and 
seasonal climatic events such as 
drought.

•	 22% from industrial processes, 
including emissions from the food and 
beverage industries and the metals, 
chemicals and minerals industries 
(such as cement). This source also 
includes emissions from the 
consumption of halocarbons in 
refrigeration and sulphur hexafluoride 
in electricity supply and distribution. 

•	 19% from energy industries which 
largely includes emissions from the 
combustion of gaseous fuels used in 
electricity generation, with the 
remainder derived from fossil fuel 
extraction.

•	 15% from manufacturing industries 
and construction, with emissions 
predominantly resulting from fuel 
combustion used in commercial 
activities.

•	 14% from fugitive emissions from 
fuels, which consists of emissions that 
occur in the process of extracting and 
processing fossil fuels including oil, 
coal and gas. The main gas emitted 
under this category is methane.

•	 10% from other energy sectors, with 
emissions resulting from fuel 
combustion used in other sectors 
including residential and general 
commercial sectors.

•	 6% from the waste sector, mostly 
derived from municipal solid waste 
disposal and wastewater treatment 
and discharge facilities. Emissions 
from solid waste disposal are 
influenced by methane recovery and 
recycling rates and alternative waste 
treatment options.

•	 -62% from the land use, land use 
change and forestry (LULUCF) 
sector including the absorption and 
capture of emissions via greenhouse 
gas sinks, such as regrowth on 
deforested land, plantations and 
natural regeneration together with 
sources of emissions, such as 
deforestation activities. Emissions 
from this source can vary significantly 
from year to year due to changes in 
land management operations and 
improvements in calculation 
methodologies.

Kuitpo Forest Reserve, South Australia
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Table 1: Statewide emissions by Sector, 2004-05 to 2021-22 

Source of greenhouse gas emissions Greenhouse emissions 
(kilotonnes CO2-e) % Change to 2021-22

2004-05 2021-22 2004-05 to 2021-22

ENERGY RELATED* 23,969 15,412 -36%

INDUSTRIAL PROCESSES 2,904 3,521 21%

AGRICULTURE 6,289 5,775 -8%

WASTE 840 916 9%

LULUCF 2,530 -9,803 -488%

Net emissions 36,532 15,821 -57%

Figure 5: South Australian greenhouse gas emissions contribution to total net 
emissions by sector 2021-22

�	 Transport (39%)
�	 Agriculture (37%)
�	 Industrial Processes (22%)
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�	 Energy Industries (19%)
�	 Manufacturing industries and construction (15%)
�	 Fugitive emissions from fuels (14%)

�	 Other energy (10%)
�	 Waste (6%)
�	 Land Use, Land Use Change  

and Forestry (LULUCF) (-62%)

*Includes Energy industries, Manufacturing industries and construction, Transport, Fugitive emissions 
from fuels and Other energy sectors
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Net Renewable Electricity 
Generation

South Australia’s electricity system has 
continued to undergo rapid change, with 
strong investment and fast uptake of 
renewable energy sources including 
rooftop solar, battery storage, solar farms, 
and wind farms.

Non-renewable sources include gas and 
imports via interconnectors with other 
states through the National Electricity 
Market (NEM).

South Australia currently 
generates almost 74% of its 
electricity from renewable sources.

In 2023, there were 289 days on 
which renewables met all of the 
consumption demand of the entire 
state for part of the day.

Figure 6: South Australian renewable vs non-renewable electricity generation, 2016-17 
to 2022-23 

By 2025-26, net renewable electricity 
generation is expected to reach 85%.  
The state has a target to reach 100% net 
renewable electricity generation by  
31 December 2027.

Australian Energy Market Operator 
(AEMO) forecasts considerable growth in 
South Australian electricity demand this 
decade – from around 16,000 
gigawatt-hours in 2023-24 to nearly 
23,000 gigawatt-hours in 2030-31. This 
additional demand will almost exclusively 
be generated from renewable sources 
resulting in South Australia consistently 
being a net exporter to the eastern states.

Renewable electricity in South Australia is 
currently derived from:
•	 Distributed Energy Resources (DER) / 

Customer Energy Resources (CER)
•	 wind farms
•	 solar photovoltaic farms
•	 solar thermal farms
•	 big batteries and large-scale energy 

storage

�  Renewables �  Non-renewables

...

https://aemo.com.au/en/energy-systems/electricity/national-electricity-market-nem
https://aemo.com.au/en/energy-systems/electricity/national-electricity-market-nem
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DERs / CERs are smaller generation 
sources including rooftop solar, home 
batteries and electric vehicles. They are 
commonly distributed across homes and 
businesses, rather than in any one central 
location. When combined across the state 
rooftop solar is one of the largest sources 
of electrical generation in the state.

Windfarms supply a significant amount 
of electricity to South Australia. Major 
wind farms in South Australia are located 
at Hornsdale, Lake Bonney, Hallett, 
Snowtown and Cape Jervis.

Solar photovoltaic farms are large-scale 
solar facilities that convert sunlight to 
electricity. Major solar farms in South 
Australia are located at Port Augusta, 
Mannum, Tailem Bend, Coonalpyn and 
Streaky Bay.

Solar thermal farms are concentrated 
solar thermal plants that use mirrors and 
lenses to concentrate the sun’s energy.  
A solar thermal plant in Port Augusta 
utilises the captured heat to operate a 
major commercial horticulture operation.

South Australia has a number of big 
batteries and large-scale energy 
storage installations that are used to 
support the electricity grid in times of 
both high and low demand. When excess 
electricity is being generated, these 
storage facilities hold that excess, ready  
to release it back into the system when 
demand is high and additional electricity  
is required.

Other renewable electricity sources are 
being explored for South Australia, 
including geothermal, pumped hydro, 
renewable hydrogen, and bioenergy.

In 2022-23, local generation was  
provided by:
•	 wind farms, which contributed 6,651 

gigawatt hours (GWh) and 46.9% of 
the total electricity generated (up from 
44.6% for 2021-22).

•	 rooftop photovoltaics provided 17.7% 
of generation and larger scale solar 
installations provided 8.8% combined. 
For the first time, combined solar 
technologies generated more than 
gas-powered generation in South 
Australia totalling 26.5%.

•	 gas-powered generation contributed 
25.4% (down from 29.5% in 2021-22).

•	 the remaining generation, 1.2%, was 
provided by batteries and liquid fuels.

Gas-powered generation volumes are 
likely to continue to fall as more renewable 
electricity is connected.

Figure 7: South Australian local 
electricity generation sources in 2022-23

�	 Wind (46.9%)
�	 Rooftop PV (17.7%)
�	 Solar (8.8%)
�	 Gas (25.4%)
�	 Other (1.2%)

SA local electricity 
generation sources  

in 2022-23
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Climate Change

Wetlands, River Murray
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The Climate Emergency 
Declaration

1.	 notes the most recent 
Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change report confirms 
that greenhouse gas emissions 
continue to rise and current 
plans to address climate change 
are not ambitious enough to 
limit warming to 1.5º Celsius 
above pre-industrial levels—a 
threshold scientists believe is 
necessary to avoid more 
catastrophic impacts.

2.	 notes that around the world, 
climate change impacts are 
already causing loss of life and 
destroying vital ecosystems.

3.	 declares that South Australia  
is facing a climate emergency.

4.	 commits to restoring a safe 
climate by transforming the 
economy to zero net emissions.

The Climate Change and 
Greenhouse Emissions Reduction 
Act 2007

The Minister for Climate, Environment  
and Water is responsible for the operation  
of the CCGER Act, which provides for 
measures to address climate change  
and to achieve a sustainable future for 
South Australia, and legislates the state’s 
emissions and renewable electricity 
targets.

The CCGER Act is an important part of the 
government’s policy agenda to work with 
business and the community to reduce 
emissions and build resilience to the 
impacts of climate change. 

The CCGER Act:
•	 provides for policies and initiatives  

to address climate change to assist  
in achieving a sustainable future for 
the state.

•	 sets targets to achieve a reduction  
in greenhouse gas emissions within 
the state.

•	 promotes the use of renewable 
sources of energy.

•	 promotes business and community 
understanding about issues 
surrounding climate change.

•	 supports measures to facilitate 
adaptation to climate change.

The CCGER Act formalises governance 
arrangements by outlining the functions 
held by the Minister for Climate, 
Environment and Water and creating the 
Premier’s Climate Change Council. 

Climate Governance  
in South Australia 

In May 2022, the Parliament of South 
Australia declared a climate emergency, 
committing to restoring a safe climate by 
transforming the state’s economy to net 
zero emissions. 

The Climate Emergency Declaration  
supports South Australia’s long-standing 
commitment to taking effective action to 
reduce the impacts of climate change.

https://www.premier.sa.gov.au/media-releases/news-archive/climate-emergency-declaration-passes-in-parliament
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Premier's Climate Change Council

The Premier's Climate Change Council was 
established under the CCGER Act as an 
independent advisory body to the Minister 
for Climate, Environment and Water, with 
members appointed from a range of 
sectors.

The Council:
•	 provides independent advice to the 

Minister about matters associated 
with reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions and adapting to climate 
change.

•	 provides advice on the impact of 
climate change on businesses and the 
wider community, including the impact 
and costs of climate adaption and 
mitigation activities.

•	 takes a leadership role in engaging 
with the environment and 
conservation sector, businesses, and 
the wider community about issues 
associated with climate change.

Minister for Climate, 
Environment and Water

The Minister has a wide range of functions 
relating to emissions reduction and 
climate change adaptation policies and 
actions towards the state emissions 
targets and sector-based or interim 
targets.

The Minister’s responsibilities include 
developing policies to address climate 
change, promoting early action to achieve 
targets, promoting renewable energy and 
other emissions reduction technology, 
supporting action within industry and 
demonstrating government leadership.

The Minister is empowered to monitor 
and report on the extent of climate 
change, as well as initiatives and activities 
undertaken to address climate change. 
This includes reporting required under the 
CCGER Act (section 7 and section 21). 
More information is available in the 
Climate change and greenhouse emissions 
reduction reports.

Coppermine Waterhole, Chowilla

https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/topics/climate-change/premiers-climate-change-council
https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/about-us/our-reports/climate-change-greenhouse-emissions-reduction-reports
https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/about-us/our-reports/climate-change-greenhouse-emissions-reduction-reports
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The Department for Environment 
and Water

The Department for Environment and 
Water (DEW) is the primary government 
agency charged with developing the policy 
and strategic direction for the state 
government’s response to climate change.

DEW works with other state government 
agencies, the community and industry to 
develop policies and actions to reduce the 
state's emissions and adapt to climate 
change.

As an authority on the state’s environment 
and natural resources, DEW plays a key 
role in helping government, businesses 
and individuals make long-term decisions 
to drive the sustainable development of 
South Australia, supporting economic 
prosperity and a vibrant and healthy 
society.  

Reporting to the Minister for Climate, 
Environment and Water, DEW supports 
the development of climate change 
mitigation and adaptation strategies as 
well as the publishing of climate change 
related data.

The Climate Change Action 
Steering Group

The Climate Change Action Steering Group 
is an executive-level steering group, 
comprised of leaders from across 
government, with responsibility for 
providing strategic guidance and oversight 
to cross-government climate change 
management policy and programs. The 
group supports the development and 
monitoring of initiatives outlined in South 
Australia's Net Zero Strategy and the  
South Australian Government Resilience 
and Adaptation Actions.

Environmental Protection 
Authority

The Environment Protection Authority 
(EPA) is South Australia’s independent 
environment protection regulator. The EPA 
protects, restores and enhances the 
environment through the risk-based 
regulation of pollution, waste, noise and 
radiation.

Working closely with industry, the 
community and government, the EPA 
protects South Australia’s unique natural 
environment while supporting economic 
growth and improving wellbeing.

The EPA administers the Environment 
Protection Act 1993, Radiation Protection 
and Control Act 2021, Plastic Shopping Bags 
(Waste Avoidance) Act 2008 and Single-use 
and Other Plastic Products (Waste Avoidance) 
Act 2020, and develops guidelines and 
codes of practice.

Renewable Energy Policy 
Network (REN 21)

The Renewable Energy Policy 
Network (REN 21) is an international 
policy network which aims to 
accelerate the global shift to 
renewable energy. In April 2024, 
Adelaide hosted the International 
Renewable Energy Conference 
which saw 3,500 global leaders 
across the public, private and 
community sectors gather to 
advance the global transition to 
renewables.

https://cdn.environment.sa.gov.au/environment/docs/SA-Net-Zero-Strategy-WEB.pdf
https://cdn.environment.sa.gov.au/environment/docs/SA-Net-Zero-Strategy-WEB.pdf
https://cdn.environment.sa.gov.au/environment/docs/South-Australian-Government-Resilience-and-Adaptation-Actions.pdf
https://cdn.environment.sa.gov.au/environment/docs/South-Australian-Government-Resilience-and-Adaptation-Actions.pdf
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/A/ENVIRONMENT%20PROTECTION%20ACT%201993.aspx
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/A/ENVIRONMENT%20PROTECTION%20ACT%201993.aspx
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=%2FC%2FA%2FRadiation%20Protection%20and%20Control%20Act%202021
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=%2FC%2FA%2FRadiation%20Protection%20and%20Control%20Act%202021
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/A/PLASTIC%20SHOPPING%20BAGS%20(WASTE%20AVOIDANCE)%20ACT%202008.aspx
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/A/PLASTIC%20SHOPPING%20BAGS%20(WASTE%20AVOIDANCE)%20ACT%202008.aspx
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/A/SINGLE-USE%20AND%20OTHER%20PLASTIC%20PRODUCTS%20(WASTE%20AVOIDANCE)%20ACT%202020.aspx
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/A/SINGLE-USE%20AND%20OTHER%20PLASTIC%20PRODUCTS%20(WASTE%20AVOIDANCE)%20ACT%202020.aspx
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/A/SINGLE-USE%20AND%20OTHER%20PLASTIC%20PRODUCTS%20(WASTE%20AVOIDANCE)%20ACT%202020.aspx
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Managing Climate Change
	
The state government is focused on 
addressing climate risks to South Australia 
through practical measures that address 
the underlying causes of climate change 
and actions to support climate adaptation. 

Under Treasurer’s Instruction 2 - Financial 
Management, South Australian public 
sector agencies and statutory authorities 
are accountable for managing financial 
risks, including climate-related risks that 
have a financial impact.

The state government is undertaking a 
statewide climate change risk assessment 
to further identify and prioritise action 
relating to those climate change risks. The 
outcome of this work will inform the state 
government’s climate change adaptation 
planning.
	
South Australia’s renewable energy 
leadership, skilled workforce, innovative 
businesses, strong research sector and 
abundant natural resources provide a 
strong base from which to meet the 
challenges of climate change and capture 
the opportunities from low emissions and 
climate resilient products, services and 
resources.  

The state government has a focus on 
growing climate-smart and low-emissions 
industries, creating new jobs and attracting 
investment, particularly to regional areas. 
	
To minimise the impacts of a changing 
climate, governments, businesses and 
communities in South Australia and 
around the world are reducing emissions, 
transitioning their economies and 
adapting. This is shifting investment and 
demand towards low emissions and 
climate resilient goods, services and 
natural resources and away from 
emissions-intensive products. 
	
South Australia will continue to build on 
past successes and increase efforts to 
leverage valuable opportunities in low 
emissions industries, carbon sequestration 
and adaptation. These opportunities 
include renewable energy generation and 
storage, low emissions manufacturing and 
mining, electrification of transport, 
increasing carbon storage in the land and 
sea, circular economy innovations and 
innovation in climate resilient agriculture. 

Cable Bay. Innes National Park, Yorke Peninsula

https://www.treasury.sa.gov.au/budget/treasurers-instructions/treasurers-instructions-files/TI02-financial-management.pdf
https://www.treasury.sa.gov.au/budget/treasurers-instructions/treasurers-instructions-files/TI02-financial-management.pdf
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Climate Ready Government

The state government has recently 
released its Climate Ready Government 
initiative that outlines how the South 
Australian public sector will manage 
climate related risks and reduce 
greenhouse emissions in its operations.

A new Premier and Cabinet Circular 007: 
Climate Ready Government sets out the 
emissions reduction and climate change 
risk management requirements for state 
government agencies.

The initiative has two key elements:
•	 Climate Risk Management 

requirements for South Australian 
public sector agencies to effectively 
assess, manage and report 
climate-related risks and opportunities 
to public services, operations and 
assets.

•	 a Net Zero Emissions for Government 
Operations program that outlines 
actions and requirements for agencies 
to reduce their emissions, including 
carbon management plans.

The Climate Ready Government initiative 
will enable the state government to 
transparently report how it is identifying 
and managing climate related risks.

Net Zero Strategy

South Australia’s Net Zero Strategy will 
guide the state’s transition to a net zero 
emissions future.

The strategy outlines the government's 
objectives, policy priorities and actions to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions across 
the economy while creating new jobs, 
developing new industries, supporting 
wellbeing and enabling decarbonisation 
beyond our borders.

It focuses on actions to achieve the state's 
2030 targets and to lay the foundations 
for longer term action to 2050, such as 
research and development, capability 
building and supportive policy and 
regulation.

The strategy complements the South 
Australian Government Climate Change 
Resilience and Adaptation Actions, which 
outline a range of actions to support 
efforts across all levels of government, 
business and the community to better 
prepare for, manage and adapt to the 
impacts of climate change.

Emissions Reporting

Under Section 7 of the CCGER Act, a 
report is required to be prepared every 
two years on South Australia’s progress 
towards emissions reductions and 
renewable electricity targets.  

A report prepared under this section must 
include a number of key requirements and 
assess the effectiveness of South 
Australia’s climate change initiatives.

The latest Report on the operation of the 
Climate Change and Greenhouse Emissions 
Reduction Act 2007 was published in 
December 2023.

The state government has recently 
introduced the Climate Change and 
Greenhouse Emissions Reduction 
(Miscellaneous) Amendment Bill 2024.  
The proposed amendments to the Act will:
•	 require a statewide emissions 

reduction plan to help achieve South 
Australia’s emission reduction targets.

•	 include a statewide climate risk 
assessment to identify risks and 
opportunities and to inform 
adaptation planning.

•	 introduce an ability for the Premier  
to nominate a public sector entity to 
prepare a climate change plan for an 
entity or sector.

•	 provide for enhanced public sector 
action and reporting on reducing 
emissions and managing climate risk  
in government actions.

https://cdn.environment.sa.gov.au/environment/docs/SA-Net-Zero-Strategy-WEB.pdf
https://cdn.environment.sa.gov.au/environment/docs/Report-on-the-operation-of-the-Climate-Change-and-Greenhouse-Emissions-Reduction-Act-2007-South-Australia.pdf
https://cdn.environment.sa.gov.au/environment/docs/Report-on-the-operation-of-the-Climate-Change-and-Greenhouse-Emissions-Reduction-Act-2007-South-Australia.pdf
https://cdn.environment.sa.gov.au/environment/docs/Report-on-the-operation-of-the-Climate-Change-and-Greenhouse-Emissions-Reduction-Act-2007-South-Australia.pdf
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=/b/current/climate%20change%20and%20greenhouse%20emissions%20reduction%20(miscellaneous)%20amendment%20bill%202024
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=/b/current/climate%20change%20and%20greenhouse%20emissions%20reduction%20(miscellaneous)%20amendment%20bill%202024
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=/b/current/climate%20change%20and%20greenhouse%20emissions%20reduction%20(miscellaneous)%20amendment%20bill%202024
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Climate Change in South 
Australia
	
Human-induced greenhouse gas 
emissions are driving long-term shifts  
in the global climate. South Australia  
is witnessing this through rising 
temperatures, increased frequency of hot 
days, heightened fire danger, varying 
rainfall and rising sea levels. 

The changing climate poses risks to 
communities, industries, infrastructure 
and the environment. Rising temperatures 
and prolonged heatwaves can have 
detrimental effects on human health, 
agriculture and ecosystems. Declining 
rainfall patterns affect water availability 
and agricultural productivity. Increased 
fire danger weather conditions pose 
significant risks to lives, properties and 
biodiversity. Rising sea levels threaten 
coastal areas and infrastructure.

Source: Tracking changes in South Australia’s environment 2023

Temperature and extreme heat

•	 Average annual temperatures across South Australia have been increasing since the 1970s, 
with the highest rates of increase occurring in the north of the state.

•	 Mean annual temperature across South Australia is now 1.1°C warmer than in the 1970s.
•	 Climate projections forecast further temperature increases and more days above 40°C  

by 2050. 
•	 The increase in annual average temperature has been variable. The coolest part of the state, 

the Limestone Coast region, has seen the lowest rate of temperature increases. The highest 
rate of temperature increases have been observed in the South Australian Arid Lands region 
- up to 1.5°C over the past 50 years.

Fire Danger

•	 Fire danger weather conditions have increased in both occurrence and severity since the late 
1970s, with the highest rates of increase in the east and south-east of the state.

•	 The overall risk from bushfires and grass fires is driven by a range of factors, including 
weather, fuel availability and dryness, ignition sources, the viability of fire suppression 
measures and the vulnerability of people and assets. 

•	 Although the increase in the risk of bushfires occurring can be predicted with relative 
confidence, the magnitude and overall impact of those fires is more complex to estimate due 
to the variability of other risk factors.

Rainfall

•	 Significant regional variation can be seen in seasonal rainfall trends across South Australia 
with summer rainfall increasing in the north and winter rainfall decreasing in the south.

•	 Rainfall totals across many southern agricultural areas have been below average compared 
to all previous 30-year periods since 1900. These rainfall declines are consistent with climate 
change projections seen in other midlatitude areas in Australia.

•	 Pastoral areas in north-western South Australia are seeing increased tropically influenced 
rainfall between November and March.

•	 Wetlands and water dependent ecosystems, particularly in the south-east of the state, have 
experienced a reduction in the duration of surface water inundation during the drier months 
of each year, resulting in encroachment of dryland terrestrial vegetation.

Sea level rise

•	 Sea levels along South Australia’s coast are rising and the rate of rise is increasing.
•	 Sea levels along South Australia's coast rose by an average rate of around 2 mm per year 

between 1966 and 2022. The rate of sea level rise is increasing and from 1993 to 2022 was 
between 3 mm and 5 mm per year in some locations.

https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/about-us/our-reports/trend-and-condition-report-cards
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Bushfire management

The State Bushfire Coordination 
Committee is tasked with 
coordinating bushfire management 
and prevention activities across 
public land on behalf of all South 
Australians.

The South Australian Country Fire 
Services (CFS) is the Hazard Leader 
and Emergency Control Agency for 
bushfire risk in South Australia, with 
13,500 volunteers delivering 
professional fire and rescue services 
to outer metropolitan, regional and 
rural South Australia.

The state government has invested 
in the CFS aviation fleet:
•	 5 additional aircraft  

(from 26 to 31)
•	 2 additional helicopters  

(from 2 to 4)
•	 2 additional fixed wing water 

bombers
•	 aircraft bases: Clairmont out  

of Brukunga, Clare, Port Lincoln, 
Mount Gambier

•	 multi-mission helicopter – 
transport crew, regional aerial 
backburning, livestreaming  
of fire event

CFS Blackhawk Aircraft
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Scenarios 

The climate of South Australia has already 
changed and continues to change. There 
have been longer, hotter and more 
frequent heatwaves, an increase in 
dangerous fire weather, an increase in the 
intensity of heavy rain events and rising 
sea levels.

Future climate projections indicate these 
changes are likely to continue over coming 
decades, increasingly affecting 
communities, industries, infrastructure 
and the environment.

Decision making, planning and resource 
management will need to consider how to 
respond to these changes. Climate 
projections provide an evidence base for 
the assessment of climate-related risks 
and opportunities and to support future 
planning.

The extent of future climate changes will 
depend on the concentration of 
atmospheric greenhouse gases. Climate 
change projections have been historically 
based on a range of greenhouse gas 
emissions scenarios, called Representative 
Concentration Pathways (RCPs), developed 
by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC). RCPs are used to represent 
plausible future trends of the 
concentration of greenhouse gases  
in the atmosphere.

Climate data is commonly presented as an 
average over a 20-year time period, and 
reported as mean annual values centered 
on a future marker year, commonly 2030 
(2020–39), 2050 (2040–59), 2070 
(2060–79) and 2090 (2080–99). For this 
Sustainability Report, 2030 and 2090 are 
used to represent the short and long 
terms respectively.

The projected changes for other climate 
variables are reported in comparison to 
the observed climate of a baseline period 
spanning 20 years from 1986–2005, the 
same baseline adopted in the IPCC 5th 
Assessment Report.

In August 2024, the state government delivered the Kanyini Space Services Mission, led 
by the SmartSat CRC in partnership with two South Australian companies. Kanyini is the 
first state government funded satellite in the nation and was built by a local team.

Kanyini Satellite

https://www.ipcc.ch/assessment-report/ar5/
https://www.ipcc.ch/assessment-report/ar5/
https://www.premier.sa.gov.au/media-releases/news-archive/we-have-lift-off!-south-australian-satellite-kanyini-successfully-launches-into-space
https://smartsatcrc.com/
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Table 2: Short and Long Term projections for RCP4.5 scenario

2030 – RCP4.5 2090 – RCP4.5

Temperature Average daily maximum temperatures 
are expected to increase up to 1.4°C 
above 1986-2005 period.

Average daily maximum temperatures 
are expected to increase up to 2.7°C 
above 1986-2005 period.

Extreme Heat Population centres in the southern 
parts of the state are projected to 
experience a moderate increase in the 
frequency of extreme hot days.

Population centres in the northern 
parts of the state experience around 9 
to 17 additional days per year over 
40°C.

Population centres in the southern 
parts of the state are projected to 
experience a moderate increase in the 
frequency of extreme hot days.

Population centres in the northern 
parts of the state experience around 
19 to 33 additional days per year over 
40°C.

Rainfall Average annual rainfall is projected to 
decline between 6% and 12% in the 
southern agricultural regions and 
central areas of the state. 

Average annual rainfall is projected to 
decline by a minor amount in the 
northern areas of the state.

Average annual rainfall is projected to 
decline between 7% and 17% in the 
southern agricultural regions and 
central areas of the state. 

Average annual rainfall is projected to 
decline by 10% to 19% in the northern 
areas of the state.

Sea-level rise Mean sea level height will continue to 
rise and the height of extreme sea 
level storm events will also increase. 

Sea level increases comparable to 
global mean increases, likely 45cm.

Fire Danger The number of severe fire danger days is likely to increase across the state.  
It is likely that climate change will result in a harsher fire weather in the future, 
however the magnitude of that change is strongly dependent on rainfall 
projections and subsequent fuel availability, particularly summer rainfall.  
When bushfires occur, more extreme fire behaviour can be expected.

Scenarios outlined in Table 2 below are based on RCP4.5 (medium emissions scenario), 
given the availability of data.

Source: Guide to Climate Projections for Risk Assessment and Planning in South Australia 2022

https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/topics/climate-change/climate-science-knowledge-resources/latest-climate-projections-for-sa
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Strategies and Risks

Riverland, South Australia
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This Sustainability Report identifies state 
government opportunities and strategies 
aimed at mitigating climate risk, 
capitalising on opportunities arising from 
a decarbonising world and providing for 
the wellbeing and prosperity of South 
Australians. These strategies and risks are 
presented across four areas.

The state government is partnering with 
the federal and local governments, the 
private sector and the community to 
identify and deliver climate change 
mitigation and adaption strategies. 

Economic 

The production and consumption  
of goods, productivity, workforce 
capability and employment, 
industry, financial systems and the 
economy at large.

Table 3: Scope of the four areas

Natural 

Landscapes, seascapes, forests  
and woodlands, waterways, 
ecosystems, plant and animal life 
within the state and its oceans.

Built 

Human-made surroundings, 
structures and systems, supporting 
material, spatial and human 
resources to facilitate life, health, 
work and play, including the digital 
space.

Social 

People, communities and culture, 
including Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander communities, 
support systems and their 
interactions.
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Economic
Strategies in this section include those that can support 
agriculture, aquaculture and forestry, food and water 
security, regions, supply chains and logistics, emerging 
industries and changing workforce requirements, waste 
management and a circular economy.

Glenelg Wastewater Treatment Plant solar array
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State Prosperity Project

The State Prosperity Project is a 
coordinated initiative by the state 
government to unlock the full potential  
of renewable energy and critical minerals 
(including copper and iron) used in 
renewable energy and green 
manufacturing globally. The project aims 
to reindustrialise the Upper Spencer Gulf 
and foster a new era of prosperity for 
South Australia, through valuable exports 
and the creation of jobs that do not rely 
on fossil fuels. Projects like the state’s 
Hydrogen projects, the Green Iron and 
Steel Strategy, the Northern Water project, 
and the Port Augusta Technical College 
underpin the State Prosperity Project.

Office of Hydrogen Power SA

The Office of Hydrogen Power SA was 
established in 2022 as an attached office 
to the Department for Energy and Mining 
and reports to the Minister for Energy and 
Mining. The office is responsible for 
leading a coordinated approach to activate 
the state’s emerging hydrogen industry  
to realise the scale of opportunities from 
South Australia’s leadership in renewable 
energy.

The state government, through the 
Hydrogen Jobs Plan power plant project, 
has committed to building a world-leading 
hydrogen power plant, electrolysers and 
storage facility near Whyalla, in the Upper 

Spencer Gulf region, to be operational  
in 2026. 

The Hydrogen Jobs Plan aligns with the 
state government's strategic plans to gain 
early mover advantage in the green 
hydrogen economy and unlock the value 
of the state's magnetite resources and 
potential for green manufacturing. The 
plan aims to provide jobs for South 
Australians, enhance the state’s grid 
security, prove large-scale hydrogen 
production and generation technology, 
unlock renewable energy opportunities 
and support South Australia's continued 
clean energy transition and 
decarbonisation.

In collaboration with the private sector, 
the state government is delivering the 
Port Bonython Hydrogen Hub as a 
multi-user precinct, leveraging the state’s 
renewable energy opportunities and 
enabling export from a clean hydrogen 
industrial hub. Proposed private sector 
developments will help grow jobs in the 
region by supporting sustainable industry 
development, attracting new business 
investment and providing local industry 
with a renewable energy source. In the 
short-term, the state's goal is to support 
first mover developments to export clean 
hydrogen by 2030, with the Port Bonython 
Hydrogen Hub proposed to scale up over 
the medium term to full production 
capacity to maximise economic return  
to South Australia.

Port Bonython Hydrogen Hub

https://www.stateprosperity.sa.gov.au/
https://www.technicalcolleges.sa.gov.au/our-colleges/port-augusta-technical-college
https://www.ohpsa.sa.gov.au/
https://www.ohpsa.sa.gov.au/projects/hydrogen-jobs-plan
https://www.ohpsa.sa.gov.au/projects/port-bonython-hydrogen-hub
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Hydrogen and Renewable Energy Act 
2023

The Hydrogen and Renewable Energy Act 
2023 (the HRE Act) is the primary 
legislative instrument behind the 
Hydrogen Jobs Plan and a key part of the 
State Prosperity Project. The HRE Act 
introduces an efficient, flexible, 
transparent and consultative licensing and 
regulatory framework for the entire 
lifecycle of large-scale renewable energy 
and hydrogen projects.

Under the HRE Act, companies can 
compete for licenses to access suitable 
government owned land and waters to 
deliver renewable energy projects. For 
projects on non-government land, new 
fit-for-purpose licensing arrangements will 
be established, enabling regulation of the 
entire project life cycle. Aboriginal peoples' 
rights and interests will be considered 
early and throughout the regulatory 
processes. The HRE Act also sets out 
requirements to ensure land is 
rehabilitated and returned to pre-existing 
conditions and ensure fair outcomes for 
landowners, communities and pre-existing 
land rights holders.

In September 2024, public consultation 
began on the first two proposed release 
areas in Whyalla West and Gawler Ranges 
East. The state government identified the 
two proposed release areas under the 
HRE Act in close consultation with the 
Gawler Ranges Aboriginal Corporation and 
the Barngarla Determination Aboriginal 
Corporation.

Lincoln Gap Wind Farm

https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=/c/a/hydrogen%20and%20renewable%20energy%20act%202023
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=/c/a/hydrogen%20and%20renewable%20energy%20act%202023
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Northern Water

The state government is developing the 
Northern Water project to inform the final 
investment decision.

The Northern Water project proposes to 
provide essential water resources and 
infrastructure to support green industries, 
allowing enhanced access to rich critical 
mineral reserves, supporting the state’s 
hydrogen potential and revitalising local 
manufacturing industries. 

The project includes a proposal to build a 
large-scale desalination plant and pipeline 
network to provide a new, sustainable 
water source for industrial use across the 
Spencer Gulf, Eyre Peninsula and the far 
north, reducing reliance on water sources 
such as the Great Artesian Basin and the 
River Murray.

A business case was released in February 
2024, with funding secured to progress 
pre-Final Investment Decision activities 
during 2024 and 2025. 

Green Iron and Steel Strategy

The Green Iron and Steel Strategy seeks 
to place South Australia at the centre of 
steel industry decarbonisation by 
leveraging the state’s natural advantages 
in renewable energy and existing mineral 
resources. 

The strategy aims to enhance the state’s 
advantage in the industry, establish local 
green steel foundations, develop common 
user infrastructure and ensure a 
sustainable long-term industry that 
delivers shared prosperity by finding 
solutions for Aboriginal advancement  
and community autonomy.

As part of the strategy, the state 
government sought involvement from 
businesses to jointly investigate and invest 
in building a green supply chain through  
a Green Iron Expression of Interest. 
Submissions to the Expression of Interest 
closed on 1 October 2024, with 51 
submissions being received.

Findon Technical College

https://www.northernwater.sa.gov.au/
https://www.energymining.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/1017829/South-Australias-Green-iron-and-steel-strategy.pdf
https://www.energymining.sa.gov.au/industry/green-iron-and-steel/green-iron-opportunity-expression-of-interest
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Renewable Energy

South Australia is leading the nation in the 
development of large-scale generation 
and storage of renewable energy, working 
with industry, researchers and the 
community. The state is well placed to 
transition hard-to-abate industries such as 
mining and iron and steel production with 
hydrogen and renewable energy.

Other hydrogen developments 

In addition to the hydrogen industry 
investments being undertaken as part of 
the State Prosperity Project, the state 
government is making generational 
investments supporting projects such as 
HyP SA, a $14.5 million demonstration 
project comprising a 1.25 megawatt 
electrolyser at the Tonsley Innovation 
District and the Hydrogen Utility (H2U) 
development project, providing a facility 
integrating more than 75 megawatts in 
water electrolysis to produce renewable 
hydrogen and ammonia. Plans are also 
being progressed to construct a 
commercial scale green hydrogen 
manufacturing facility in Port Pire. 

South Australian Aboriginal Renewable 
Energy Forum

South Australian Aboriginal Renewable 
Energy Forum (SAAREF) was formed to 
provide a two-way conversation between 
Aboriginal people and the state 
government to help inform the 
development of the Hydrogen and 
Renewable Energy Act 2023 and facilitate  
a wider discussion about how the 
renewable transition can be a vehicle for 
Aboriginal self-determination. Three 
SAAREF workshops have been hosted to 
support development of regulations under 
the HRE Act.

Based on the SAAREF model, the state 
government will host an annual South 
Australian Aboriginal Resources 
Information Forum (SAARIF) to continue 
deepening engagement with Native Title 
Owners, Land Owners, Aboriginal 
Community Controlled Organisations  
and Aboriginal businesses, communities 
and people. SAARIF will be used as a 
mechanism to engage on priorities and 
provide a platform for a community voice 
and enhanced cultural awareness and 
cultural capability.

Critical Minerals South Australia

Critical minerals, such as cobalt, graphite 
and lithium are essential inputs to the 
green transition, used in processes from 
computing and manufacturing to 
renewable generation and storage. The 
Critical Minerals SA project focuses on 
supporting critical minerals discovery and 
exploration in South Australia, allowing for 
more effective strategy development and 
helping to ensure positive economic 
outcomes for the state, supporting the 
green transition locally and abroad. 

Bioenergy

South Australia is investigating using 
bioenergy, produced from organic matter 
derived from plants, animals and organic 
by-products, as an energy resource. The 
bioenergy industry is in its early stages, 
but technologies to convert biomass into 
electricity are commercially available in 
South Australia. Innovative research and 
technology are helping to identify new 
ways to produce bioenergy, and 
incorporate them into the state’s energy 
system. Opportunities for bioenergy in 
South Australia include integrating 
biomethane into the gas network and 
biofuels, in particular biodiesel.

https://www.energymining.sa.gov.au/industry/hydrogen-and-renewable-energy/hydrogen-in-south-australia/hydrogen-projects-in-south-australia/australian-gas-networks-hypsa
https://www.energymining.sa.gov.au/industry/geological-survey/gssa-projects/critical-minerals-south-australia
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Waste Management

SA Waste Strategy 2020-2025

South Australia’s Waste Strategy 
2020-2025 outlines the actions that 
contribute to the development of a 
circular economy. The strategy sets 
targets, including zero avoidable waste  
to landfill by 2030, and seeks to support 
increased industry investment in the 
circular economy, resource recovery and 
waste management. The strategy 
encourages the increased use of 
secondary materials to reduce raw 
material demand, improved material 
efficiency and the reduction of 
greenhouse gases. 

The most recent Circular Economy 
Resource Recovery Report 2022-23 
released in September 2024, identifies 
that South Australia continues to lead  
the nation in resource recovery with  
a total resource recovery rate of 82%,  
93% of which is processed within the 
state. The environmental savings from 
resource recovery in 2022-23 are 
estimated to be 1.67 million tonnes of 
greenhouse gas emissions equivalent, 
19,400 terajoules of energy and 6,400 
megalitres of water. The resource recovery 
sector in South Australia contributes  
$811 million to the state's economy.

The state government is currently 
developing the Waste Strategy for South 
Australia 2025-2030, which will set new 
targets and actions for accelerating the 
state's transition to a circular economy. 
The new strategy will be released for 
public consultation in 2025.

Reforms to SA’s Container Deposit 
Scheme

South Australia's Container Deposit 
Scheme (CDS) is one of the longest 
running and most successful product 
stewardship schemes in Australia. 
Container deposit legislation was first 
introduced in South Australia in 1977  
as a litter control measure and is now 
used to incentivise resource recovery and 
recycling. Each year over 660 million CDS 
beverage containers (over 40,000 tonnes) 
are returned by South Australians for 
refund and recycling.

In 2024, the state government consulted 
on proposed reforms to the CDS that 
focus on governance and system 
modernisation, unlocking potential 
unrealised value in South Australia’s 
circular economy, removing barriers to 
expand community participation and 
laying the foundations to position South 
Australia for national CDS harmonisation.

SA Container Deposit Scheme

https://www.greenindustries.sa.gov.au/resources/sa-waste-strategy-2020-2025
https://www.greenindustries.sa.gov.au/resources/sa-waste-strategy-2020-2025
http://www.greenindustries.sa.gov.au/resources/circular-economy-resource-recovery-report-2022-23
http://www.greenindustries.sa.gov.au/resources/circular-economy-resource-recovery-report-2022-23
https://www.epa.sa.gov.au/community/have_your_say/beverage-container-deposit-scheme-amendment-bill-2024
https://www.epa.sa.gov.au/community/have_your_say/beverage-container-deposit-scheme-amendment-bill-2024
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Agriculture

Net Zero Agriculture

The state government has announced  
$8.4 million over five years into research 
on lowering greenhouse gas emissions 
from agricultural practices and will 
leverage Commonwealth and industry 
contributions of $16 million to a total of 
$24.4 million. This will establish the 
essential industry partnerships and 
collaborations necessary to reduce the 
state's greenhouse gas emissions. 

The state government is delivering a new 
initiative that aims to provide on-farm 
solutions to decarbonise South Australian 
agriculture. The state government will also 
look to support the upskilling of the 
agricultural sector in emissions reductions 
actions through the incorporation of low 
emissions intensity farming systems. 

The Net Zero Agriculture initiative will 
build on existing activities to develop new 
solutions to assist primary producers 
transition towards a net zero agriculture 
future. These activities include:
•	 research and development in methane 

mitigation in livestock and agronomic 
practices to reduce broadacre 
emissions and improve carbon 
sequestration.

•	 partnering with industry, such as 
farming system groups to pilot and 
test innovative technologies or 
practices.

•	 participating in research projects  
in the Zero Net Emissions from 
Agriculture Clean-tech Research 
Centre. 

•	 working with research partners to 
develop and implement a Low 
Emissions Intensity Farming Systems 
initiative that will provide farmers with 
information, tools and options to 
reduce, monitor and manage 
emissions on farm. 

The Dairy Man Barossa  |  Credit: SA Tourism Commission

https://www.premier.sa.gov.au/media-releases/news-items/sas-agriculture-research-and-innovation-to-drive-net-zero-by-2050#:~:text=The%20South%20Australian%20Government%20has,greenhouse%20gas%20emissions%20in%202022.
https://www.premier.sa.gov.au/media-releases/news-items/sas-agriculture-research-and-innovation-to-drive-net-zero-by-2050#:~:text=The%20South%20Australian%20Government%20has,greenhouse%20gas%20emissions%20in%202022.
https://www.premier.sa.gov.au/media-releases/news-items/sas-agriculture-research-and-innovation-to-drive-net-zero-by-2050#:~:text=The%20South%20Australian%20Government%20has,greenhouse%20gas%20emissions%20in%202022.
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Carbon Farming Roadmap

The Carbon Farming Roadmap 2022 
assists the state government and the 
private sector to understand carbon 
farming and develop the skills and 
knowledge required to take advantage  
of opportunities presented by this new 
industry. Carbon farming projects 
sequester carbon in the landscape 
through regeneration and planting of 
native vegetation, farm and plantation 
forestry and improving soil management.

Six Growing Carbon Farming 
Demonstration Pilot projects have  
been completed across the state, 
demonstrating various methods and 
activities that will quantify and contribute 
to carbon abatement.

National Statement on First Nations in 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry

All Australian agriculture ministers have 
agreed to develop a National Statement 
on First Nations in Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Forestry in early 2025. The statement 
is to be driven by First Nations 
self-determination principles that will 
advance Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples' perspectives, 
experiences and interests. The goal of the 
statement is to drive greater economic 
inclusion for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Australians in agriculture, 
fisheries and forestry. The state 
government will participate on the 
taskforce, which is working to deliver  
a statement to ministers in early 2025.

Biosecurity Bill

The state government has introduced the 
draft Biosecurity Bill 2024, seeking to 
ensure South Australia's biosecurity 
system remains effective, contemporary 
and adaptable for future needs. The Bill  
would support enhanced protection from 
pests and diseases that threaten the 
state’s economy, terrestrial and aquatic 
environments or that may affect public 
amenities, communities and 
infrastructure. The Bill would modernise 
South Australia’s biosecurity framework, 
increasing flexibility and responsiveness, 
while bringing consistency to the 
management of biosecurity matters 
across industries, promoting a shared 
responsibility for biosecurity.

https://pir.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/428893/carbon-farming-roadmap.pdf
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Business and Investment

Small Business

The SA Small Business Strategy 2023-2030 
outlines the state government's policies to 
support and empower small business and 
includes the development of the Small 
Business Sustainability Support Program 
to assist small businesses improve their 
environmental sustainability and climate 
resilience. The program will help small 
businesses build skills and capability to 
implement sustainable business practices.

Round 2 of the South Australian Economic 
Recovery Fund is the Small Business 
Energy Efficiency Grant program, which 
will support small businesses and 
not-for-profit entities to purchase energy 
efficient equipment (through matched 
funding) that will reduce their energy 
consumption and associated costs. 

Business Sustainability Program

Green Industries SA’s Business 
Sustainability Program supports 
businesses of all sizes and from all 
industry sectors to ‘go beyond compliance’ 
and work towards implementing 
sustainability, circularity and net zero 
initiatives.

The Business Sustainability Program fills 
an information gap, providing expertise as 
a basis for informed decision-making and 
implementation of sustainable change.  
It offers grants for projects that lead to 
improved materials and resource 
efficiency, better waste management, 
leaner and cleaner production, fewer 
carbon emissions and implementation  
of circular economy principles.

South Australia’s Advanced Manufacturing Strategy

South Australia’s Advanced Manufacturing Strategy seeks to expand the state’s 
existing industrial capabilities to respond to, and grow with, a rapidly shifting global 
economy. The strategy seeks to leverage competitive advantages in defence, space, 
renewables, agriculture, food, forestry, resources, construction and health to enable 
transformation into an advanced, circular, net zero manufacturing industry. 

Myriota, Lot Fourteen, Adelaide

https://business.sa.gov.au/file/downloads/south-australias-small-business-strategy-2023-2030
https://business.sa.gov.au/programs/sustainability-support-program
https://business.sa.gov.au/programs/sustainability-support-program
https://www.treasury.sa.gov.au/Growing-South-Australia/economic-recovery-fund
https://www.treasury.sa.gov.au/Growing-South-Australia/economic-recovery-fund
https://business.sa.gov.au/programs/small-business-energy-efficiency-grant
https://business.sa.gov.au/programs/small-business-energy-efficiency-grant
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.greenindustries.sa.gov.au%2Fbsp-funding&data=05%7C02%7CKylie.Chan2%40sa.gov.au%7C21a9b48893d348ae2a4708dcf7d2977c%7Cbda528f7fca9432fbc98bd7e90d40906%7C1%7C0%7C638657731067302964%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RXYDicCwsuI02Dsv1jxt4lnz3%2F7HRJP7hTqliCXmWMc%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.greenindustries.sa.gov.au%2Fbsp-funding&data=05%7C02%7CKylie.Chan2%40sa.gov.au%7C21a9b48893d348ae2a4708dcf7d2977c%7Cbda528f7fca9432fbc98bd7e90d40906%7C1%7C0%7C638657731067302964%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RXYDicCwsuI02Dsv1jxt4lnz3%2F7HRJP7hTqliCXmWMc%3D&reserved=0
https://statedevelopment.sa.gov.au/manufacturing/plan
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Invest South Australia

Invest SA supports investment into South 
Australian businesses across a range of 
relevant sectors including the green 
economy, hydrogen and the resources, 
fuels and clean tech sectors.

Freight and Supply Chain Strategy

The Freight and Supply Chain Strategy 
2024 seeks to ensure the state’s critical 
freight and supply chains are sustainable 
and resilient to future impacts of climate 
change to enable enhanced productivity 
and economic growth. The strategy 
supports the ambitions of a net zero 
supply chain, promoting sector wide 
decarbonisation and supporting actions 
that minimise and manage network 
shocks across the state. 

South Australian Government 
Financing Authority's 
Sustainability Bond Framework

The South Australian Government 
Financing Authority (SAFA) is the central 
financing authority for the state 
government. It operates a full range  
of treasury services in the debt capital 
markets to manage the state 
government’s funding and investment 
requirements which includes the issuance 
of long-term debt under its Sustainability 
Bond Framework. 

The framework is presented in the context 
of the federal government’s commitments 
to the Paris Agreement, the UN SDGs and 
is informed by the International Capital 
Market Association’s Green Bond 
Principles, Social Bond Principles and 
Sustainability Bond Guidelines. 

The framework is designed to provide 
transparency and accountability over how 
funds raised are notionally allocated 
towards social, environmental, and human 
capital outcomes, aligned with the 
framework’s eligibility criteria. 

Funds SA Climate Report

The Funds SA Climate Report 2023 details 
the work undertaken in responding to 
climate risk in the Funds SA investment 
portfolio. It outlines the ways in which 
Funds SA embeds management of the 
systemic risks presented by climate 
change, such as transition and physical 
risks, and the impacts of those risks on 
potential investment returns over the 
coming decades. The document outlines 
management strategies including a 
phased exclusion of companies involved  
in thermal coal mining and extraction and 
encouraging investment managers to 
commit to net zero by 2050. Funds SA 
utilises industry recognised frameworks  
to guide the assessment of climate related 
risks across geographies, industries and 
asset classes.

Green Procurement

The state government’s Green 
Procurement Guideline seeks to promote 
green procurement outcomes and 
encourage public authorities and suppliers 
to improve practices that balance 
competing procurement priorities, achieve 
value for money, and minimise impacts on 
the environment.

Green procurement means purchasing 
products and services that avoid adverse 
environmental impacts, while 
incorporating social and environmental 
concerns into procurement practices. 
Green procurement requires 
organisations to adopt responsible 
practices when procuring goods  
and services.

https://invest.sa.gov.au/
https://www.dit.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/1371027/DIT-SA-Freight-and-Supply-Chain-Strategy-2024-06.pdf
https://www.dit.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/1371027/DIT-SA-Freight-and-Supply-Chain-Strategy-2024-06.pdf
https://www.safa.sa.gov.au/fmcs/sustainability-bonds-framework
https://www.safa.sa.gov.au/fmcs/sustainability-bonds-framework
https://www.funds.sa.gov.au/about-funds-sa/investments/responsible-investment/
https://www.procurement.sa.gov.au/documents2/guidelines2/Green-Procurement-Guideline.pdf
https://www.procurement.sa.gov.au/documents2/guidelines2/Green-Procurement-Guideline.pdf
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Research and Innovation 

Adelaide BioMed City

The Adelaide BioMed City Innovation 
District is an organisation of institutes and 
companies that collaborate with startups, 
business incubators and accelerators. The 
Adelaide BioMed City aspires to bring 
better health and shared prosperity to the 
world through biomedical leadership in 
South Australia, bringing together the 
ideas, talent and entrepreneurial drive to 
transform the future of health.

Tonsley Innovation District

The Tonsley Innovation District represents 
a tripartite partnership between the state 
government, universities and industry, 
incorporating the integration of physical, 
economic and network assets to create an 
active and sustainable innovation 
ecosystem. The district is home to over 
1,700 employees working in a range of 
high value industries including health, 
clean tech and renewable energy. The 
district also houses the SA-H2H Hydrogen 
Technology Cluster and HyP SA.

Waite Research Precinct

The Waite Research Precinct is home to 
the largest concentration of agriculture 
and wine research and teaching expertise 
in the Southern Hemisphere. The Waite 
Research Precinct’s work supports critical 
research into global food security and 
agricultural sustainability, driving 
innovation to secure a sustainable future 
for agriculture.

South Australian Research and 
Development Institute

The Waite Research Precinct is home to 
the South Australian Research and 
Development Institute (SARDI), the state 
government’s principal research institute 
in aquatic, crop, food, forestry and 
livestock sciences. SARDI provides high 
quality science and advice to increase the 
productivity, adaptability and economic 
strength of primary industries and the 
regions that house them.

Clean-tech Cooperative Research 
Centre Funding

The state government provides funding 
support to several clean-tech Cooperative 
Research Centres (CRCs) such as the 
Future Fuels CRC, Future Battery 
Industries CRC, the Reliable Affordable 
Clean Energy for 2030 CRC and the Heavy 
Industry Low-Carbon Transition CRC. CRCs 
bring together many of Australia’s leading 
research organisations and industry 
partners to develop a framework to 
enable industry to collaborate, share 
knowledge and experiences while lowering 
the risks of trialing new technology.

The South Australian Health and 
Medical Research Institute’s 
Wardliparingga Aboriginal Health 
Equity Unit is Australia’s largest 
dedicated Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples’ health 
research unit. The unit is focused on 
understanding and reducing inequity 
in health and wellbeing among 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
communities. The unit is also 
investing in, and developing, the 
next generation of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander research 
leaders. 

https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/public+content/sa+health+internet/careers/working+for+sa+health/our+facilities/adelaide+biomed+city
https://tonsley.com.au/
https://www.thewaite.org/
https://pir.sa.gov.au/research/about_sardi
https://pir.sa.gov.au/research/about_sardi
https://www.futurefuelscrc.com/
https://fbicrc.com.au/
https://fbicrc.com.au/
https://racefor2030.com.au/
https://racefor2030.com.au/
https://hiltcrc.com.au/
https://hiltcrc.com.au/
https://sahmri.org.au/research/themes/aboriginal-health
https://sahmri.org.au/research/themes/aboriginal-health
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Research and Innovation Fund

The state government supports the 
development and commercialisation of 
innovative climate smart products and 
services through the Research and 
Innovation Fund. The fund provides 
support for entrepreneurs and startups 
that produce innovative products and 
services that contribute to the low 
emissions transition and climate 
adaptation programs.

Adelaide University

The newly established Adelaide University 
represents a merger of the University of 
Adelaide and the University of South 
Australia. Adelaide University combines 
the strengths of these two universities to 
deliver a nation-leading curriculum and 
student experience, a strengthened 
research program and greater access  
to tertiary education. 

Lot Fourteen

Lot Fourteen is a growing innovation 
district, bringing together 
government and industry in a 
world-class research precinct 
working across space, defence, 
critical technologies and creative 
industries. The district is home to 
the Australian Institute for Machine 
Learning, the Australian Cyber 
Collaboration Centre and the 
Australian Space Agency, as well as 
blue-chip tenants such as Google, 
Microsoft and Amazon Web 
Services. 

Australian Institute for Machine Learning (AMIL), Lot Fourteen, Adelaide

https://statedevelopment.sa.gov.au/science-and-research-excellence/rif
https://statedevelopment.sa.gov.au/science-and-research-excellence/rif
https://adelaideuni.edu.au/
https://lotfourteen.com.au/
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Workforce and Skills

Skilled. Thriving. Connected.

The Skilled. Thriving. Connected. Our 
Policy Direction for Skills in South Australia 
responds to the state’s immediate skills 
needs and sets the direction for 
supporting the skills ecosystem over the 
next decade to connect more people to 
skills in priority areas across the state's 
economy, including renewable energy.

TAFE SA

TAFE SA is South Australia’s largest 
vocational education and training (VET) 
provider. TAFE SA focuses on practical, 
hands-on experience and skills with an 
aim to ensure graduates enter the job 
market with the skills and knowledge that 
employers value, including those required 
to facilitate the green transition. TAFE SA 
training covers a wide range of industries 
and levels of tertiary education, ranging 
from entry-level certificates to bachelor’s 
degrees at locations across the state.

The Roadmap for the Future of TAFE SA 
signals the state government’s renewed 
commitment to TAFE SA. The Roadmaps 
recommendations will now shape a ten 
year strategic plan.

Technical colleges

Five new technical colleges have been or 
are being built across South Australia to 
ensure students have meaningful 
pathways from school to an in-demand 
career. The Findon Technical College 
opened in 2024 and provides education in 
areas including advanced manufacturing 
and engineering, health and social 
support, and early childhood and 
education. Port Augusta Technical College 
is planned to open in 2025 (as part of the 
State Prosperity Project), and the Tonsley 
Technical College, The Heights Technical 
College and Mount Gambier Technical 
College are set to open in 2026.

Findon Technical College

https://skills.sa.gov.au/policy
https://skills.sa.gov.au/policy
https://www.tafesa.edu.au/
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/docs/sper/tafe-sa/roadmap-for-future-of-tafe-sa.pdf
https://www.technicalcolleges.sa.gov.au/
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250 Apprenticeships Pilot Program

The 250 Apprenticeships Pilot Program 
supports the SA Housing Trust's 
commitment to provide customers with 
opportunities to train for and secure 
meaningful employment. The program 
works with a number of South Australia's 
group training organisations to address 
areas with identified skills shortages 
across the building and construction 
sectors. Apprentices have been employed 
across ten different trades including 
bricklaying and concreting, cabinetmaking 
and carpentry, electrical, wall and floor 
tiling and plastering, and plumbing and 
roof plumbing.

Jobs and Skills Outlook 2024

The Jobs and Skills Outlook 2024 is a 
five-year forecast of demand for skilled 
workers across all industry sectors in 
South Australia. The Jobs and Skills 
Outlook also highlights sectors in focus 
supported by VET qualifications and is 
updated annually to reflect progress and 
emerging priorities.

Skills Shortage Solutions

The Skills Shortage Solutions initiative 
provides support to strategic projects that 
increase and improve the uptake of VET 
programs and the supply of qualified 
people to address trade skill shortages. 
Projects include addressing known 
barriers to acquiring, maintaining and 
deepening priority trade and technical 
skills, particularly women and other 
underrepresented groups ensuring 
demand is met and providing 
opportunities to broaden the workforce 
supply in these critical skilled occupations.

TAFE SA

https://www.housing.sa.gov.au/about-us/careers/employment-pathways-program/250-Apprenticeships-Pilot-Program
https://skills.sa.gov.au/outlook
https://skills.sa.gov.au/skill-shortage-solutions
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Natural
Strategies in this section include those that can support 
South Australia's natural environment, species adaptations 
to a changing climate, the conservation and rehabilitation  
of species and the protection and preservation of the 
state’s biodiversity and heritage.

Black Hill Conservation Park
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Changes to Environment 
Protection Act 1993

On 1 March 2024 the Environment 
Protection Act 1993 (the EPA Act) was 
amended to incorporate a number of 
climate change related matters. The 
amendment clarified the role of the EPA 
Act, in particular the Environment 
Protection Authority’s (EPA) role in climate 
change regulation, positioning the EPA 
Board to address climate change when 
administering the EPA Act, and 
incorporating key climate terms into the 
Objects of the EPA Act. The changes to the 
EPA Act support the scoping and 
development of a statutory Environment 
Protection Policy (EPP) helping to achieve 
climate targets and support a more 
circular economy. The EPP would require 
climate related matters to be considered 
in regulatory decision making by the EPA, 
along with both non-mandatory and 
mandatory requirements.

The Environment Protection (Waste to 
Resources) Policy 2010 operates under the 
EPA Act and provides a legal framework 
and regulatory underpinning for South 
Australia’s waste management objectives, 
such as those outlined in the SA Waste 
Strategy.

Aquatic ecosystems monitoring, 
evaluation and reporting

The EPA monitors and reports on South 
Australian creeks, rivers and marine 
waters in order to assess their condition 
and provide information that can be used 
to guide management decisions. The 
Aquatic Ecosystem Condition Reports 
address individual ecosystems, to assess 
aquatic ecosystem conditions and identify 
locations that may require more detailed 
investigation into pollution sources and 
management implications. 

Legislating protections for 
biodiversity

The state government is developing  
new legislation to protect and conserve 
biodiversity. A new Biodiversity Act would 
incorporate the knowledge of Aboriginal 
South Australians in the management of 
land and ecosystems, streamlining and 
centralising existing legislation relating to 
biodiversity. The new Act would establish 
provisions for participation in the federal 
government’s Nature Repair Scheme.

State Landscape Strategy

Murray River, South Australia

https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=%2Fc%2Fa%2Fenvironment%20protection%20act%201993
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=%2Fc%2Fa%2Fenvironment%20protection%20act%201993
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=%2FC%2FPOL%2FEnvironment%20Protection%20(Waste%20to%20Resources)%20Policy%202010
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=%2FC%2FPOL%2FEnvironment%20Protection%20(Waste%20to%20Resources)%20Policy%202010
https://www.epa.sa.gov.au/environmental_info/water_quality/water_quality_monitoring
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The State Landscape Strategy provides a 
framework to unify the combined capacity 
of South Australian regional communities, 
Aboriginal people, private landholders, 
landscape boards, state and local 
governments, the conservation sector  
and industry to ensure South Australia 
continues to enjoy healthy, resilient 
landscapes. The ten-year strategy 
acknowledges the time sensitivity of 
climate change, focusing actions in the 
critical years between 2021 and 2030.  
The strategy embeds the risks and 
challenges associated with climate change 
in the management of natural systems, 
empowering a range of actors to tackle 
climate change and ensure the stability 
and resilience of the state’s landscapes.

The policy framework established by the 
strategy is now embedded in Regional 
Landscape Plans providing statewide 
coverage. These plans address the 
challenges of climate change, adaptation 
and landscape resilience. Boards have 
been implementing these plans to deliver 
activities with a diverse range of partners 
including First Nations, community groups, 
universities, government agencies and 
landholders. Multi-year projects have 
been established and examples of key 
current activities include:                    
•	 carbon outreach projects funded  

by the federal government.
•	 Climate-Smart Agriculture and 

emergency preparedness projects – 
funded by the separate parts of the 
Natural Heritage Trust.

•	 revising Water Allocation Plans to take 
account of a changing climate – 
funded through levy payments  
or state appropriation. 

A review of the strategy is proposed  
to ensure it remains fit-for-purpose  
and is having a positive impact on the 
management of natural resources across 
the state.      

Mount Lofty Summit

https://cdn.environment.sa.gov.au/landscape/docs/statewide/828374-LSA-Statewide-Landscape-Strategy-V15-FIN3-web.pdf
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Strong People, Strong Country 
– Land Co-Management

The Strong People, Strong Country 
co-management framework is a 
partnership between the state 
government and Aboriginal groups.  
The framework combines traditional  
land management knowledge with 
contemporary park management and 
allows for management of both Crown  
and Aboriginal owned land. Shared 
responsibility for the management of 
national parks, conservation parks and 
wilderness protection areas were first 
codified in 2004 and expanded in 2013 
under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 
1972. This legislation acknowledged the 
intrinsic connection of Aboriginal peoples 
to their ancestral lands and supports the 
health and wellbeing of Aboriginal 
communities by empowering them to 
support the health and wellbeing of  
those lands. 

Land Management arrangements are 
established by agreement with the 
traditional owners and often with the 
determination of native title. 

Co-management agreements reflect 
specific natural and cultural aspects of the 
land under management and Aboriginal 
community. 

Co-management agreements encompass 
four fundamental principles: 
•	 continued cultural, spiritual and 

traditional use of the land by 
Aboriginal peoples.

•	 preservation and protection of 
Aboriginal sites, features, objects and 
structures of significance. 

•	 protection of natural resources, 
wildlife, vegetation and environmental 
features of the land.

•	 continued enjoyment of the land by 
the public.

The co-management arrangements 
support the state government's Closing 
the Gap commitments, advance shared 
decision making and allow Aboriginal 
peoples to consider ways to support 
greater access and connection to country 
in parks.

Mount Remarkable National Park

https://cdn.environment.sa.gov.au/environment/docs/strong-people-strong-country-gen.pdf
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=%2FC%2FA%2Fnational%20parks%20and%20wildlife%20act%201972
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=%2FC%2FA%2Fnational%20parks%20and%20wildlife%20act%201972
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Urban Water Directions 
Statement

Almost 90% of South Australians live in 
cities and towns with populations greater 
than 1000 people, with the majority of the 
population concentrated in the Greater 
Adelaide area. The Urban Water Directions 
Statement sets out a statewide framework 
for urban water management to deliver 
greener, cooler urban centres, reduced 
flood risks, healthier local environments 
and more efficient water use, creating new 
jobs and expertise for export nationally 
and internationally.

Climate Ready Coasts program

The SA Climate Ready Coasts program 
aims to coordinate consistent approaches 
to coastal hazard adaptation, improve 
understanding of coastal risks, increase 
capacity and knowledge of coastal  
hazard adaptation planning and create 
evidence-based decisions and 
investments for coastal areas. Effective 
coastal management is essential in the 
face of rising sea levels, stronger storms 
and more severe coastal hazards.

Flows for the Future program

The Flows for the Future program seeks  
to re-establish a critical portion of natural 
water flow patterns called ‘low flows’ to 
streams. The absence of low flows to 
streams is one of the biggest causes of 
deteriorating catchment health in the 
Eastern Mount Lofty Ranges. This opt-in 
program installs devices that allows low 
flows of water to pass around dams and 
back into the downstream catchment 
during natural flow periods, including 
rainfall and runoff. The cumulative impact 
of these low flows helps to significantly 
restore catchment ecosystems, 
supporting sustainable agriculture  
and regional tourism.

Water Security Statement

The Water Security Statement, under  
the Water Industry Act 2012, includes an 
overview of South Australia’s water 
supplies, demands and the strategic 
priorities needed to ensure long-term 
water security. The statement articulates 
targeted water security strategies, 
ensuring water resource management  
is ecologically sustainable and that the 
critical water needs of South Australians 
are able to be met. The state government 
continues to plan and manage the 
increasing demand for water against the 
impacts of climate change and to ensure 
secure, sustainable and resilient water 
supplies statewide that enable liveability 
for future generations.

https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/topics/water/water-in-urban-environments/urban-water-directions-statement
https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/topics/water/water-in-urban-environments/urban-water-directions-statement
https://www.lga.sa.gov.au/about/what-we-do/sa-climate-ready-coasts
https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/topics/water/flows-for-future
https://cdn.environment.sa.gov.au/environment/docs/Final-Water-Security-Statement_150222-PDF_2022-02-18-054712_ithg.pdf
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Ewens Ponds, Mount Gambier

Blue Carbon Strategy for South 
Australia

Blue carbon is carbon that is captured  
and stored in carbon sinks in coastal 
ecosystems including seagrass meadows, 
saltmarshes and mangroves.

The Blue Carbon Strategy seeks to realise 
blue carbon opportunities by developing 
and implementing evidence-based policy, 
projects and research that will ultimately 
contribute to emissions reduction and the 
protection and restoration of coastal 
ecosystems. All four of the objectives 
contained within the strategy are 
considered to be completed.

BioData SA

BioData SA is a new project aimed at 
modernising biodiversity data in South 
Australia to guide decision making on 
protection and restoration programs. 
BioData SA will provide enhanced 
accessibility, shareability and use of South 
Australian biodiversity data. The project 
will increase the volume and quality of the 
state’s biodiversity data, supporting timely, 
evidence-based decision making in areas 
such as mining, planning, development 
approvals, emergency response, 
biodiversity management and  
climate change. 

https://cdn.environment.sa.gov.au/environment/docs/blue-carbon-strategy-for-south-australia.pdf
https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/topics/science/information-and-data/biodata-sa
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Built
Strategies in this section include those that can support 
human-made surroundings, structures and systems to be 
responsive to the most significant effects of climate change, 
providing resilient and safe spaces for South Australians  
to live, work and play.

Adelaide CBD
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20-Year State Infrastructure 
Strategy

The 20-Year State Infrastructure Strategy 
informs long-term strategic infrastructure 
planning and decision making in alignment 
with the South Australian Economic 
Statement vision of a smart, sustainable 
and inclusive economy. The first strategy 
was released in 2020. The next strategy is 
due to be released in 2025 and will look at 
statewide infrastructure needs to 2045.

Planning

Planning for Climate Change

The Planning for Climate Change report 
identifies how the planning system can 
help build resilience to the impacts of 
climate change and support South 
Australia’s net zero targets. The report 
outlines how planning can respond to 
climate change risks and the frameworks 
that support those actions, and identifies 
actions taken, in progress and planned to 
be undertaken in the future.

Greater Adelaide Regional Plan

The Greater Adelaide Regional Plan (the 
GAR Plan) will replace the 2017 30-Year 
Plan for Greater Adelaide. The GAR Plan 
includes maps identifying long-term urban 
land and infrastructure needs to support 
sustainable growth. 

The GAR Plan will identify growth over  
a 15 to 30-year period, by investigating 
and guiding:
•	 where houses and employment land 

will go.
•	 which areas need conservation and 

protection.
•	 what major infrastructure is needed 

and how it will be provided.

The GAR Plan has been informed by 
Regional Planning Climate Change 
Investigations that identify the key climate 
changes projected for each region and 
their likely impacts on communities, 
industries, infrastructure and the natural 
environment.

Adelaide CBD

https://www.infrastructure.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/945154/ISA032-SIS-Discussion-Paper-12.pdf
https://plan.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/1252895/Planning-for-climate-change.pdf
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Kangaroo Island Regional Plan

The Kangaroo Island Regional Plan is a 
30-year roadmap for Kangaroo Island, 
aimed at fostering a resilient, prosperous, 
healthy and connected future for the 
island’s communities. Climate change 
mitigation, convenient transport 
infrastructure and diverse housing 
options will be integral to achieving  
this vision of sustainable growth and 
community wellbeing.

River Murray Flood Resilience Code 
Amendment

The River Murray Flood Resilience Code 
Amendment to the Planning and Design 
Code updates the planning policy that  
is applicable to those areas vulnerable  
to flooding of the River Murray. These 
updates will guide how communities 
impacted by the 2022-23 flood event  
can rebuild in a way that is consistent  
with flood resilience.

Urban Greening Strategy

The Urban Greening Strategy for metro 
Adelaide aims to bring together state 
agencies, metropolitan councils, 
non-government organisations, industry 
bodies, research institutions, Kaurna 
people and the broader community to 
achieve a greener, more liveable city. 
Currently in development, the strategy will 
provide a roadmap to growing tree canopy 
cover, addressing inequality in greenery 
access, increasing tree species diversity 
and reducing urban heat intensity. The 
strategy will seek to set out a long-term 
vision for “a resilient and liveable Adelaide 
for all: cooler, leafier and more biodiverse" 
and identifies practical actions to achieve 
this vision.

The Tree Protection and Planting Code 
Amendment seeks to preserve and 
enhance South Australia’s tree canopy 
by updating tree protection policies, 
promoting design innovation to retain 
large trees, reviewing assessment 
pathways and policies for tree removal 
in certain cases and extending both the 
Regulated and Significant Tree Overlay 
and the Urban Tree Canopy Overlay  
to cover more parts of South Australia. 
Public consultation on a draft of the 
Code Amendment is targeted for  
early 2025.

Tree Planting Volunteers

https://plan.sa.gov.au/have_your_say/code-amendments/view_consultation_item?queries_search_query=River_Murray_Flood_Resilience_Code_Amendment
https://plan.sa.gov.au/have_your_say/code-amendments/view_consultation_item?queries_search_query=River_Murray_Flood_Resilience_Code_Amendment
https://www.greenadelaide.sa.gov.au/projects/adelaide-greening-strategy
https://www.greenadelaide.sa.gov.au/projects/adelaide-greening-strategy
https://plan.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/1397048/Tree-Protection-and-Planting-Code-Amendment-Proposal-to-Initiate.pdf
https://plan.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/1397048/Tree-Protection-and-Planting-Code-Amendment-Proposal-to-Initiate.pdf
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South Australian Critical 
Infrastructure Resilience Strategy

The South Australian Critical 
Infrastructure Resilience Strategy 
2023-2026 aims to enhance the 
preparedness and resilience of the  
state’s critical infrastructure systems  
by implementing a framework for  
effective identification, assessment  
and management of risk, improved 
resilience planning and investment,  
and collaboration across public and 
private sectors.

Flood and Bushfire Hazard 
Mapping Assessment Projects

The Flood Hazard Mapping and 
Assessment Project and the Bushfire 
Hazard Mapping Update, both completed 
in 2022, aim to highlight potential hazards, 
while delivering more consistent and 
contemporary mapping for areas at risk  
of bushfires and flooding. 

Both programs recognise the importance 
of understanding hazards in South 
Australia and together aim to promote 
greater certainty in strategic planning  
and support for emergency response 
agencies.

The Statewide Bushfire Hazards Overlay 
Code Amendment updates the spatial 
application of the bushfire hazard overlays 
to reflect recent bushfire hazard mapping 
and review. 

The Statewide Flood Hazard Code 
Amendment was initiated by the State 
Planning Commission on 12 December 
2023 and introduces greater consistency 
to flood hazard mapping by using 
contemporary hazard modelling 
methodology for new and enhanced  
flood studies, allowing updates to the 
policy and spatial application of the  
flood hazard overlays in the Code.

Regional Climate Partnerships are a network of regional, cross-sectoral groups 
delivering practical action to strengthen the climate resilience of their communities, 
economies and natural and built environments.

The network collaborates to deliver on regional climate change action plans and 
on-ground projects to tackle climate change.

Main Street, Peterborough

https://www.security.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/980605/DPC-SA-Critical-Infrastructure-Resilience-Strategy-FIN-WEB.pdf
https://www.security.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/980605/DPC-SA-Critical-Infrastructure-Resilience-Strategy-FIN-WEB.pdf
https://www.security.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/980605/DPC-SA-Critical-Infrastructure-Resilience-Strategy-FIN-WEB.pdf
https://plan.sa.gov.au/our_planning_system/programs_and_initiatives/hazard_mapping_project
https://plan.sa.gov.au/our_planning_system/programs_and_initiatives/hazard_mapping_project
https://plan.sa.gov.au/our_planning_system/programs_and_initiatives/hazard_mapping_project
https://plan.sa.gov.au/have_your_say/code-amendments/view_consultation_item?queries_search_query=Statewide_Bushfire_Hazards_Overlay_Code_Amendment
https://plan.sa.gov.au/have_your_say/code-amendments/view_consultation_item?queries_search_query=Statewide_Bushfire_Hazards_Overlay_Code_Amendment
https://plan.sa.gov.au/news/article/2024/flooding-hazards-mapping-update-code-amendment-approved
https://plan.sa.gov.au/news/article/2024/flooding-hazards-mapping-update-code-amendment-approved
https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/topics/climate-change/government-action-on-climate-change/adapting-to-climate-change/regional-climate-partnerships
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Electricity and charging 
infrastructure 

South Australia’s Virtual Power Plant

South Australia’s Virtual Power Plant (SA 
VPP) initiative is a network of thousands  
of solar and home battery systems across 
the state, forming Australia’s first and 
largest virtual power plant. The SA VPP  
is designed to provide affordable, reliable 
and secure electricity, stabilising the 
energy grid whilst increasing homeowners’ 
awareness of their energy use. The SA VPP 
program both democratises and supports 
South Australia’s transition into  
a renewables based economy.

The SA VPP continues to grow in scale to 
support more low income and vulnerable 
households. As at September 2024 more 
than 6,000 households in public and 
community housing are benefitting from 
the bespoke retail plan.

Dispatchable Electricity Capacity 
Scheme

Amendments to the National Electricity 
(South Australia) Act 1996 enable the state 
government to establish a scheme for the 
purposes of providing adequate long 
duration dispatchable electricity capacity 
to ensure secure, reliable and affordable 
electricity supply for the state.

The scheme is intended to incentivise the 
availability of new and existing long 
duration dispatchable capacity to support 
reliability. The required amount of capacity 
to manage electricity reliability risks in 
South Australia will be determined under 
the new electricity planning and forecast 
functions of the Office of the Technical 
Regulator.

emPowering Magill Community Battery

https://www.energymining.sa.gov.au/consumers/solar-and-batteries/south-australias-virtual-power-plant
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=%2FC%2FA%2FNATIONAL%20ELECTRICITY%20(SOUTH%20AUSTRALIA)%20ACT%201996
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=%2FC%2FA%2FNATIONAL%20ELECTRICITY%20(SOUTH%20AUSTRALIA)%20ACT%201996
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On 10 July 2024, South Australia 
became the first state or territory to 
enter into a bilateral Renewable Energy 
Transformation Agreement with the 
federal government. The Agreement 
supports a range of renewable energy 
infrastructure projects, such as the 
Hydrogen Jobs Plan and the 
development of 1000 MW of new wind 
and solar projects – enough to power 
every home in Adelaide. The Agreement 
also commits both parties to working to 
address barriers to the energy 
transition. 

Port Augusta Renewable Energy Park  |  Credit: Iberdrola
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SA Electric Vehicle Action Plan

Under South Australia’s Electric Vehicle 
Action Plan, the state government has 
supported the uptake of electric vehicles 
in the state. The plan includes a statewide 
EV charging network as well as measures 
aimed at leveraging lower power prices as 
a result of high penetration of renewable 
energy, abundant rooftop solar and 
vehicle-to-grid charging.

The state government has invested  
$12.35 million in partnership with the RAA 
to construct the statewide electric vehicle 
charging network of more than 530 
charging points, at over 140 sites in  
52 locations throughout South Australia.  
As at September 2024, the network is now 
over 97% complete, with all remaining 
sites on track to being installed and 
operational across metropolitan and 
regional South Australia in 2024.

Smart Charging Trials

The electric vehicle (EV) Smart Charging 
Trials addresses integration challenges, 
service gaps and coordination of the 
electricity demands of charging electric 
vehicles. The trials will complement South 
Australia's EV statewide charging network 
and ensure that EV Smart Chargers are 
compatible with current vehicle models 
and provide optimal charging conditions 
during periods of high renewable 
electricity generation or low grid demand. 

The trials also aim to simplify billing,  
offer customer convenience, provide  
route flexibility and address ‘trip anxiety’. 
The state government has invested  
$3.2 million in a range of EV Smart 
Charging Trials to demonstrate how 
electricity charging can be integrated  
into the grid to realise cost savings and 
other significant network benefits for all 
South Australians. These trials include  
partnering with Flinders University to 
install a fleet-based bank of bi-directional 
chargers, the first such installation  
in Australia.

Zero and low emission public 
transport fleet

The state government is working to 
develop cleaner, greener public transport 
to support its emissions reductions 
targets. Planning is being undertaken  
to identify solutions to complete the 
transition of the diesel public rail fleet  
to a zero emissions fleet, and to examine 
options for extending outer metropolitan 
and regional routes. As an interim 
measure, the state government is 
converting 50 diesel trains to 
diesel-hybrid, with 39 already in service. 
The diesel-hybrids reduce fuel 
consumption by over 20%. The state 
government is also completing planning 
for bus and depot infrastructure to 
support transition to a zero emissions 
public transport fleet.

The EV Fleet Pledge initiative encourages South Australian businesses, government 
fleets, taxi and ride share services, to commit to transform fleets to electric vehicles.

https://www.energymining.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/609390/DEM-Electric-Vehicle-Action-Plan.pdf
https://www.energymining.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/609390/DEM-Electric-Vehicle-Action-Plan.pdf
https://www.energymining.sa.gov.au/industry/hydrogen-and-renewable-energy/electric-vehicles/smart-charging-trials
https://www.energymining.sa.gov.au/industry/hydrogen-and-renewable-energy/electric-vehicles/smart-charging-trials
https://www.adelaidemetro.com.au/about-us/go-green#:~:text=Bus%20fleet%20transition,plan%20to%20reach%20this%20goal.
https://www.adelaidemetro.com.au/about-us/go-green#:~:text=Bus%20fleet%20transition,plan%20to%20reach%20this%20goal.
https://www.energymining.sa.gov.au/industry/hydrogen-and-renewable-energy/electric-vehicles/electric-vehicle-fleet-pledge
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Water and wastewater 
infrastructure

Together with investments included in the 
SA Water 2024-28 delivery program, the 
state government will deliver services to 
an estimated 40,000 new homes across 
the state, including 17,000 new homes  
in key growth areas. 

SA Water 30 Year Asset Investment 
Plan

SA Water manage the state's water and 
wastewater networks and operates over 
$14 billion of assets. Proper management 
requires constant investment to create, 
sustain and renew assets to keep up with 
service demand whilst meeting policy 
objectives such as carbon neutrality. The 
SA Water 30 Year Asset Investment Plan 
2022 supports reliable asset management 
and service continuity.

SA Water net zero strategy 2030

SA Water have committed to achieving  
net zero emissions by 2030 and net zero 
waste by 2040 in their Net Zero Strategy 
2030.

SA Water aims to deliver their net zero 
emissions target through key initiatives 
that include demand scheduling, energy 
efficiency, generation and storage, 
electrification of fleet and energy market 
levers facilitating efficient, well managed 
long-term energy usage. 

To achieve the net zero waste target,  
SA Water are continuing to develop a 
roadmap, supported by waste generation 
data, for both the organisation and its 
construction partners. The roadmap will 
involve research and trials into additional 
opportunities to divert waste from landfill 
and incorporate sustainability into 
procurement and building design 
processes.

Water Testing, Arid Lands 

https://www.sawater.com.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/697787/SAW_30-year-asset-plan-2022-2.pdf
https://www.sawater.com.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/697787/SAW_30-year-asset-plan-2022-2.pdf
https://www.sawater.com.au/water-and-the-environment/recycling-and-the-environment/energy-management-and-climate
https://www.sawater.com.au/water-and-the-environment/recycling-and-the-environment/energy-management-and-climate
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Social
The state government provides for the socioeconomic 
advancement and empowerment of South Australians 
through continued investments and reform in the social 
space, as well as ensuring all South Australians have access 
to essential services.

Strategies in this section include those that can support 
public health and wellbeing, education, children and 
families, support services, housing and households, 
emergency services, social cohesion and inclusion.

The Square, Woodville West
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Health

Development of the New Women’s and 
Children’s Hospital

The state government have commenced 
construction of the New Women’s and 
Children’s Hospital (New WCH) near the 
recently completed Royal Adelaide 
Hospital. The New WCH will be the first 
100% electric public hospital in South 
Australia, with capacity for on-site 
electricity generation. The New WCH will 
have 414 overnight beds, with capacity to 
expand. The location of the hospital will 
also allow for integration with, and access 
to the city’s Park Lands, providing an 
important connection to country for 
Aboriginal consumers, their families  
and communities. 

Development of the New Mount Barker 
Hospital

The state government has committed to 
the redevelopment of the Mount Barker 
Hospital, servicing the rapidly growing 
population of Mount Barker and the 
Adelaide Hills region, allowing those 
residents greater access to high quality 
health services closer to home. As a new 
build, the project includes electric plant 
infrastructure, passive solar design, 
building insulation, water sensitive urban 
design and local and low carbon material 
selection. The development will triple 
inpatient capacity and provide for 
specialist maternity, paediatric, 
rehabilitation, medical, surgical and 
palliative care.

New Women's and Children's Hospital  |  Artist Impression

https://www.newwch.sa.gov.au/
https://www.newwch.sa.gov.au/
https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/public+content/sa+health+internet/about+us/our+local+health+networks/barossa+hills+fleurieu+local+health+network/barossa+hills+fleurieu+hospitals+and+health+services/new+mount+barker+hospital+development
https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/public+content/sa+health+internet/about+us/our+local+health+networks/barossa+hills+fleurieu+local+health+network/barossa+hills+fleurieu+hospitals+and+health+services/new+mount+barker+hospital+development
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Aboriginal Health Care Framework

The Aboriginal Health Care Framework 
2023-2031 aims to drive improvement  
in the health and wellbeing of South 
Australian Aboriginal peoples, consistent 
with Closing the Gap principles.  
The framework embeds the state 
governments commitment to providing 
high quality, responsive services and 
improving health outcomes for Aboriginal 
peoples in South Australia. The Aboriginal 
Health Outcomes Tracker will enable  
the state government to systematically 
monitor actions from strategies, 
agreements and frameworks, tracking 
commitments at national, state and 
departmental levels from 2020 to 2031. 
These actions will inform key performance 
indicators for Local Health Network 
Service Level Agreements related to 
Aboriginal health. The framework is 
grounded in cultural respect, local 
planning, partnership and diversity, 
embracing a holistic view of health that 
includes physical, spiritual, mental, 
cultural, emotional and social wellbeing.

The SA Health Climate Change 
Framework

The draft SA Health Climate Change 
Framework provides a path for SA Health 
to develop an environmentally sustainable, 
low carbon and climate resilient health 
system, maintaining high quality 
healthcare, providing leadership across 
the private and public healthcare sector 
and empowering the community to  
take necessary actions to protect their 
health. The draft framework seeks the 
transformation of South Australia’s health 
system through reducing environmental 
impact, achieving net zero emissions and 
adapting to current and future impacts of 
climate change at scale and at pace, in an 
equitable way. 

Healthy Parks Healthy People SA

Healthy Parks Healthy People SA 
2021-2026 strategy is a nature-based 
approach to promoting and protecting 
health and wellbeing. The strategy is 
guided by a vision to ensure that all 
South Australians are connected to 
nature, recognising nature as a crucial 
component of health and wellbeing, 
providing a range of benefits such as 
water purification, air filtration, climate 
regulation, pollination and coastal 
protection. Conserving, protecting and 
promoting the benefits of parks and 
nature is a central goal of the strategy, 
acknowledging that the benefits of 
being in nature rely on the health  
of the natural environment itself.

Cleland Conservation Park  | Credit: SATC

https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/3820024d-d818-4591-8925-a74d152aa30b/Aboriginal+Health+Care+Framework+2023+-+2031+-+online.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&amp;CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE-3820024d-d818-4591-8925-a74d152aa30b-ow8u1lx
https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/3820024d-d818-4591-8925-a74d152aa30b/Aboriginal+Health+Care+Framework+2023+-+2031+-+online.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&amp;CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE-3820024d-d818-4591-8925-a74d152aa30b-ow8u1lx
https://yoursay.sa.gov.au/climate-change-and-health
https://yoursay.sa.gov.au/climate-change-and-health
https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/topics/park-management/statewide-park-strategies/healthy-parks-healthy-people
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Children and Families

Education reforms

The state government, together with  
the federal government and all other 
Australian states and territories, extended 
the National School Reform Agreement  
to 31 December 2024. The Agreement 
commits parties to delivering high quality 
school education in government and 
non-government schools, supporting all 
young Australians to become successful 
learners, confident and creative 
individuals and active and informed 
citizens.

All parties have committed to funding 
every school to 100% of the Schooling 
Resource Standard, delivering an 
education system that supports young 
Australians of all backgrounds to achieve 
their full educational potential.

The Strategy for Public Education in South 
Australia aims to ensure every child in 
South Australia receives a quality 
education regardless of the circumstances 
they’re born into. The strategy seeks to 
ensure that learners feel safe, included 
and valued, with ready access to the 
support and resources they need to build 
resilience, social and emotional skills and 
be effective learners. The strategy aims to 
support and empower educators through 
professional learning, encouraging 
innovation and collaboration to ensure 
children and young people can learn  
and thrive.

The strategy aims to strengthen the 
supports behind educators to help them 
better understand the needs of their 
learners and local community. Investment 
in resourcing and infrastructure will be 
made available to develop and sustain 
fit-for-purpose infrastructure where it is 
most needed. 

The state government has also taken 
action to deliver on the National Teacher 
Workforce Action Plan, launching the Be 
That Teacher campaign, enabling a new 
enterprise agreement, facilitating Autism 
Inclusion Teachers in primary schools and 
making substantial investments to provide 
mental health practitioners in schools.

Wakwakurna Kanyini

The state government, in collaboration 
with key stakeholders such as the South 
Australian Aboriginal Community 
Controlled Organisation Network 
(SAACCON), the Commissioner for 
Aboriginal Children and Young People  
and various Aboriginal community 
organisations, has established 
Wakwakurna Kanyini, the peak body  
for Aboriginal children and families  
in South Australia.

Wakwakurna Kanyini will serve as a strong 
and independent Aboriginal-led advocate, 
leading efforts to represent community 
driven priorities to the state government. 
Aligned with the Closing the Gap initiative, 
this peak body’s focus is on enhancing 
outcomes for Aboriginal children and 
families and reducing over-representation 
of Aboriginal children and young people  
in the child protection system.

Wakwakurna Kanyini will also play a key 
role in implementing recommendations 
from the Holding on to Our Future report 
from the Commissioner for Aboriginal 
Children and Young People. 

Universal preschool for three 
year olds

The state government has 
committed to providing a universal 
preschool for three year olds.  
The new preschool model will 
include a teacher-led, quality 
play-based preschool learning and 
development program, focused on 
early identification of each child’s 
needs. This will facilitate early 
inclusion and unification of 
education, allied health and other 
services. 

https://www.premier.sa.gov.au/media-releases/news-archive/south-australia-leading-education-reform
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/purpose-media/Public-Education-Strategic-Plan.pdf
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/purpose-media/Public-Education-Strategic-Plan.pdf
https://www.snaicc.org.au/wakwakurna-kanyini/
https://cacyp.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/CACYP-Inquiry_Final-Report_14052024.pdf
https://www.earlychildhood.sa.gov.au/for-parents-and-carers/universal-preschool-for-3-year-olds
https://www.earlychildhood.sa.gov.au/for-parents-and-carers/universal-preschool-for-3-year-olds
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Housing

The state government is boosting 
residential land supply and delivering 
initiatives that support sustainable growth 
with appropriate infrastructure in place as 
part of the More Homes for South 
Australians Housing Roadmap.

Increasing residential land supply will 
support the property market and create 
more diverse and affordable housing to 
meet the needs of a growing population.

The roadmap consolidates and expands 
upon A Better Housing Future plan, while 
introducing new housing initiatives, 
including:
•	 waiving stamp duty on new homes for 

first home buyers.
•	 the largest ever land release for new 

homes in South Australia.
•	 investing in infrastructure to support 

more homes.
•	 training more workers to build more 

homes.
•	 more rights for renters including a ban 

on rent bidding.
•	 building new homes faster by 

accelerating planning approvals.
•	 more public housing.

A Better Housing Future 2023

A Better Housing Future Plan is designed 
to deliver more social and affordable 
housing for South Australians, greater 
protections for those who are renting, 
more affordable rental opportunities and 
more support for people to buy a home. 
The plan provides for more new houses  
in the regions and greater support for 
regional communities to pursue housing 
that meet their needs.

The plan seeks to increase and improve 
the public housing stock in South 
Australia, including building 564 new 
homes, undertaking major upgrades on 
350 empty properties and updating a 
further 3,000 homes, with an aim to 
provide public housing for 1,144 additional 
households by 2026.

Bowden Development

https://www.dhud.sa.gov.au/housing-roadmap/more-homes-for-south-australians
https://www.dhud.sa.gov.au/housing-roadmap/more-homes-for-south-australians
https://www.housing.sa.gov.au/documents/our-housing-future/A-Better-Housing-Future.pdf
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Development Description

Greater Seaton Urban Renewal Constructing 1,450 new homes in a 38.5-hectare master-
planned estate. Includes the redevelopment of 400 SA 
Housing Trust lots as part of the project.

Noarlunga development Constructing over 600 new homes and new public open 
spaces.

Playford Alive development Developing 257 land parcels.

Prospect development Constructing 108 multi-story townhouses.

Thebarton development Constructing 108 multi-story townhouses.

Bowden development Constructing 70 new dwellings at Bowden in partnership 
with UnitingSA.

Tapangka on Franklin development Planned construction for approximately 392 apartments 
in a carbon neutral signature building. 

Renewal SA Housing Developments

The state government is progressing  
a number of residential developments, 
announced in A Better Housing Future 
plan and in subsequent announcements, 
including 2024-25 State Budget. The state 
government has exceeded the target of 
2,000 affordable housing opportunities 
identified by the end of 2025-26 and 
committed to a target of 20% affordable 
housing outcomes across its portfolio  
of direct delivery projects.

The affordable housing policy setting 
allows for an increase in the sale price  
of an affordable home where there is 
long-term cost benefit to the owner. 

Affordable housing is housing for people 
on low to moderate incomes and includes 
both rental and home ownership. It is 
priced so that housing costs no more than 
30% of the weekly household income. 
Affordable rentals are rentals offered  
at less than 75% of the market rate.

Seaton Reserve  |  Artist Impression

https://renewalsa.sa.gov.au/projects/seaton
https://renewalsa.sa.gov.au/projects/noarlunga
https://renewalsa.sa.gov.au/projects/playford-alive
https://renewalsa.sa.gov.au/projects/prospect
https://renewalsa.sa.gov.au/projects/thebarton
https://renewalsa.sa.gov.au/projects/bowden
https://renewalsa.sa.gov.au/projects/tapangka
https://www.housing.sa.gov.au/documents/affordable-housing/Affordable-Housing-Price-Variance.pdf
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South Australian Aboriginal Housing 
Strategy

The South Australian Aboriginal Housing 
Strategy 2021-2031 sets out the roadmap 
to provide all Aboriginal peoples in South 
Australia with safe, secure and affordable 
housing. The strategy aligns with and 
supports broader commitments and 
aspirations of the state government, 
including genuine partnership. The 
co-management arrangements support 
the state government's Closing the Gap 
commitments, advance shared decision 
making and allow Aboriginal peoples to 
consider ways to support greater access 
and connection to country in parks.

In addressing homelessness in Aboriginal 
peoples, the strategy addresses  
a key factor in the health and life 
expectancy gap between Aboriginal and  
non-Aboriginal Australians. The strategy 
provides a way forward to ensure greater 
self-determination in housing, where 
Aboriginal communities can set priorities, 
co-design housing services and be 
supported to strengthen housing 
management frameworks.

APY Lands Retrofit Pilot Project

As part of the Reliable Affordable Clean 
Energy for 2030 CRC, the state 
government is collaborating with the 
University of South Australia and industry, 
community and educational partners in 
supporting a pilot project to retrofit 
Aboriginal community housing in South 
Australia’s remote Anangu Pitjantjatjara 
Yankunytjatjara (APY) Lands. The APY 
Lands Retrofit Pilot Project partners will 
work with the APY community in Indulkana 
to modify a small group of houses, 
providing a framework for energy efficient 
upgrades across the remainder of the APY 
Lands, as well as other remote areas 
across Australia.

Standard retrofit solutions are not suitable 
for the APY Lands and materials need to 
be sourced easily due to the distance from 
major cities. As labour costs in remote 
regions can be double that of metro areas, 
any repairs need to be carried out by local 
workers, and affordable retrofit solutions 
are required. The project aims to improve 
energy efficiency, living conditions and 
health in the variable desert climate. 

Learning Hub for Energy Efficient 
Construction

In 2023, the state government launched 
Net Zero Energy Builder, an online 
Learning Hub for Energy Efficient 
Construction, linking free government and 
industry resources, case studies and 
nationally curated continuing professional 
development options for industry.  
The Learning Hub showcases South 
Australia’s nationally respected Net Zero 
Homes – Skills Training course, which 
includes unique modules on design and 
construction of high performing, efficient 
7-star-plus homes, and integrating energy 
efficient appliances, rooftop solar PV and 
storage to achieve net zero outcomes.

88 public housing homes are being 
constructed as part of South 
Australian Housing Trust’s Urban 
Renewal Projects in Woodville, 
Morphettville, Blair Athol and 
Felixstow. This construction is 
enabled through redevelopment of 
aged South Australian Housing trust 
properties, to make room for 
modern family homes.

https://www.housing.sa.gov.au/news-and-publications/publications/sa_aboriginal-housing-strategy
https://www.housing.sa.gov.au/news-and-publications/publications/sa_aboriginal-housing-strategy
https://racefor2030.com.au/project/apy-lands-energy-efficiency-retrofit/
https://racefor2030.com.au/project/apy-lands-energy-efficiency-retrofit/
https://netzero.pointsbuild.com.au/netzero/about
https://www.housing.sa.gov.au/other_services/urban-renewal-projects
https://www.housing.sa.gov.au/other_services/urban-renewal-projects
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Regional housing assistance

The Office for Regional Housing was 
created in 2023 to assist regions to 
address unique housing challenges 
through key programs such as the 
Regional Key Worker Housing Scheme  
and Regional Housing Initiatives Program. 
Construction of 30 houses is underway  
for the Regional Key Worker Housing pilot 
project. The first expansion of the project 
has been announced, consisting of a 
55-allotment housing development  
in Bordertown.

Household concessions

The state government provides a range of 
supports to help South Australians on low 
or fixed incomes with cost pressures. 
Initiatives include the Cost of Living 
Concession, concessions on electricity and 
water bills, and public transport. The state 
government is also supporting the delivery 
of the federal government’s Energy Bill 
Relief Fund across 2023-24 and 2024-25. 

Real Property Act Reforms

The state government is progressing 
legislative reform to the Real Property 
Act 1886 to enable electronic 
lodgement of division dealings.  
The Real Property (Miscellaneous) 
Amendment Bill 2024 has been 
prepared to enable division 
documents to be lodged 
electronically and aligns with the 
state government’s Housing 
Roadmap. This reform will save an 
estimated three months from the 
current process. Further efficiencies 
are being investigated by the SA Law 
Reform Institute.

Social Housing Accelerator Payment

Delivered in June 2023, the Social Housing 
Accelerator Payment increases the supply 
of public homes for South Australians on 
social and public housing wait lists. Under 
the program, the state government, 
alongside Community Housing Provider 
partners, committed to building 201 new 
build and refurbishing 118 social housing 
properties.

Aspire Program

Launched in 2017, the Aspire Program  
is the first social impact bond to be 
implemented in South Australia and the 
first in Australia to specifically address 
homelessness. The program utilises a 
‘housing first approach’ for more than  
850 eligible homeless South Australians, 
delivering intensive service for a period  
of up to three years. The program helps 
secure better life outcomes for people 
experiencing homelessness and delivers 
the required support to lead more 
fulfilling, stable lives. 

The program’s efficacy is primarily 
measured in terms of reductions in 
hospital inpatient bed days, offence 
convictions and short term and 
emergency accommodation support 
periods.

https://renewalsa.sa.gov.au/our-approach/office-for-regional-housing
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=%2FC%2FA%2FREAL%20PROPERTY%20ACT%201886
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=%2FC%2FA%2FREAL%20PROPERTY%20ACT%201886
https://www.housing.sa.gov.au/social-housing/social-housing-accelerator-payment
https://www.housing.sa.gov.au/social-housing/social-housing-accelerator-payment
https://www.treasury.sa.gov.au/Growing-South-Australia/social-impact-investment
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Household energy 

emPowering SA

The state government is delivering 
community batteries through the 
emPowering SA program to deliver 
renewable energy and lower residential 
electricity rates to at least 600 SA Housing 
Trust tenants in Magill, Edwardstown  
and surrounds.

The batteries will deliver cost reduction 
benefits to SA Housing Trust tenants while 
reducing emissions to meet South 
Australia’s climate change targets. 

Remote Area Energy Supply scheme

The Remote Area Energy Supply (RAES) 
scheme provides electricity to around 
3,400 customers across 28 remote 
townships and Aboriginal Communities 
across the APY Lands, Yalata and Oak 
Valley. The RAES scheme ensures that 
South Australians in the furthest reaches 
of the state have stable, reliable and 
affordable electricity. Five sites on the 
RAES scheme operate a hybrid power 
generation system using renewable 
energy as a primary means of generation 
and only switch to diesel generation when 
renewables are not available or when not 
fully meeting electricity demand. Other 
RAES sites are currently being evaluated 
for cost-effectiveness to implementing 
renewable energy.

Construction is underway on a $6.8 million 
hybrid renewable power station for 
Oodnadatta that will significantly reduce 
diesel consumption and greenhouse gas 
emissions by up to 75%. Estimated project 
completion and full commissioning of the 
plant is on track for early 2025.

Retailer Energy Productivity Scheme

The Retailer Energy Productivity Scheme 
(REPS) is a state government initiative that 
helps households and businesses reduce 
their energy costs whilst contributing to 
the health of the state’s power system. 
REPS supports energy demand 
management and demand response, 
improved energy efficiency activities, 
including installing insulation, window 
glazing, building sealing, heating and 
cooling improvements and efficient 
appliance procurement. REPS focuses on 
low income households to help ensure 
access to the benefits of the renewable 
energy transition. 

In late 2023, the Minister for Energy and 
Mining approved changes to REPS allowing 
for greater benefits to priority households. 
The Minister will undertake a broader 
review of REPS, including the setting of 
new targets for the next five year period, 
by early 2025. 

https://www.energymining.sa.gov.au/consumers/solar-and-batteries/community-batteries
https://www.energymining.sa.gov.au/consumers/energy-grid-and-supply/remote-area-energy-supply/about-raes#:~:text=The%20South%20Australian%20government%20subsidises,South%20Australian%20on%2Dgrid%20market
https://www.energymining.sa.gov.au/industry/energy-efficiency-and-productivity/retailer-energy-productivity-scheme-reps
https://www.energymining.sa.gov.au/industry/energy-efficiency-and-productivity/retailer-energy-productivity-scheme-reps
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Energy Masters Program

The Energy Masters Program is a 
collaborative project between the state 
government, SA Power Networks and the 
federal government aimed at 
demonstrating the customer and industry 
benefits of demand flexibility and smart 
electric homes. The program was publicly 
launched in October 2024 and will trial 
smart, flexible energy management in  
500 South Australian households. 

The Program provisions a free home 
energy management system, a mobile 
application and subsidised energy plans 
and appliances in return for participation 
in research that seeks to strengthen 
South Australia’s position in the global 
energy transition and demonstrate a 
simple, reliable and cost effective way to 
master energy usage. It is anticipated that 
research findings will be published in 2025 
and 2026. 

The technology will facilitate demand-side 
flexibility and enable customers to 
optimise their in-home energy use, whilst 
supporting the needs of the grid at critical 
times. This helps reduce the amount of 
generation required, as well as network 
and storage capacity, supporting South 
Australia in its renewable energy transition.

Social Housing Energy Performance 
Initiative

The Social Housing Energy Performance 
Initiative includes $35.8 million to support 
a range of energy performance 
improvements to up to 3,500 SA Housing 
Trust homes, including roof insulation, 
upgrade of gas appliances to electric 
appliances, and installation of LED lighting 
and window glazing.

Energy bill concession policy

The energy concession helps eligible 
South Australians on low or fixed 
incomes with the cost of electricity 
for their principal place of residence. 
The concession is calculated as a flat 
rate per day and is indexed each 
financial year.

Eastern Suburbs, Adelaide

https://www.energymining.sa.gov.au/home/news/latest/500-south-australian-households-to-benefit-from-energy-smart-upgrades#:~:text=Energy%20Masters%20will%20trial%20smart,led%20by%20SA%20Power%20Networks.
https://www.statebudget.sa.gov.au/our-budget/cost-of-living
https://www.statebudget.sa.gov.au/our-budget/cost-of-living
https://dhs.sa.gov.au/how-we-help/cost-of-living/concessions/energy-retailers
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South Australia's Implementation 
Plan for the National Agreement 
on Closing the Gap

The National Agreement on Closing  
the Gap (the National Agreement) is a 
commitment to a new way of developing 
and implementing policies and programs 
that impact the lives of Aboriginal peoples, 
in partnership with Aboriginal peoples. 

South Australia’s Implementation Plan for 
the National Agreement on Closing the 
Gap (the Implementation Plan) represents 
the state government’s tangible 
commitment to the task of Closing the 
Gap. The Implementation Plan recognises 
and respects Aboriginal people as the 
state’s First Peoples and Nations and the 
traditional custodians of South Australian 
land and waters. The Implementaion Plan 
acknowledges and commits to remedy the 
far-reaching intergenerational impacts  
of colonisation and dispossession which 
explicitly excluded Aboriginal peoples, 
resulting in entrenched, systemic and 
structural racism and disadvantage.

The Implementation Plan describes  
the state government’s approach to 
addressing the needs, priorities and 
circumstances of Aboriginal people  
and communities in South Australia  
in partnership with SAACCON. 

Actions include:
•	 shared decision making authority 

between Aboriginal peoples and 
governments, accelerating progress 
on Closing the Gap.

•	 the development of the community 
controlled sector to be strong and 
sustainable, delivering high quality 
services to meet the needs of 
Aboriginal people across South 
Australia.

•	 the improvement of mainstream 
institutions, particularly governments 
and their institutions who are 
accountable for Closing the Gap. 

•	 the development, use and access to 
Aboriginal-led data to best inform 
implementation efforts.

APY Lands

https://www.agd.sa.gov.au/aboriginal-affairs-and-reconciliation/closing-the-gap/south-australias-implementation-plan/South-Australias-Implementation-Plan-for-Closing-the-Gap.pdf
https://www.agd.sa.gov.au/aboriginal-affairs-and-reconciliation/closing-the-gap/south-australias-implementation-plan/South-Australias-Implementation-Plan-for-Closing-the-Gap.pdf
https://www.agd.sa.gov.au/aboriginal-affairs-and-reconciliation/closing-the-gap/south-australias-implementation-plan/South-Australias-Implementation-Plan-for-Closing-the-Gap.pdf
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State Disability Inclusion Plan

The State Disability Inclusion Plan 
2019-2023 was the first plan prepared 
under the Disability Inclusion Act 2018 and 
aimed to bring state government agencies 
and local councils together to reduce 
barriers faced by people living with 
disability. The process to develop a new 
plan has commenced, reaffirming the 
state government’s commitment to 
advancing inclusivity across South 
Australia. The new plan will set out whole 
of government policies and measures 
which seek to achieve full inclusion of 
people living with disability and provide  
a framework which requires entities to 
develop their own inclusion plans. The 
plan will also give effect to the Disability 
Inclusion (Review Recommendations) 
Amendment Act 2024, which was assented 
to in June 2024.

Gender equality

Gender Pay Gap Taskforce

The gender pay gap is an internationally 
established measure comparing women’s 
economic position with men’s. The Gender 
Pay Gap Taskforce provides high level 
advice to the Minister for Women and the 
Prevention of Domestic, Family and Sexual 
Violence and the broader state 
government on the specific issues that 
underly the gender pay gap in South 
Australia. The Taskforce consults with 
subject matter experts and relevant 
cohorts to understand their experience  
of the gender pay gap, ensuring an 
intersectional response. The Taskforce 
advises the state government on how the 
factors that contribute to the gender pay 
gap apply in South Australian workplaces 
across all sectors. 

The Taskforce makes recommendations 
that may be most impactful on closing the 
gender pay gap. Closing the gender pay 
gap is an important step for South 
Australia in becoming a fair and inclusive 
state in which women and girls can equally 
and actively participate in economic and 
community life.

South Australia’s Women’s Equality 
Blueprint

The South Australia’s Women’s Equality 
Blueprint 2023-2026 outlines the state 
government’s key initiatives to improve 
gender equality in South Australia, 
including programs, legislation and 
funding. The Blueprint articulates the 
pathways to a fair and inclusive South 
Australia in which women and girls can 
equally and actively participate in the 
economy and all aspects of community 
life. The Blueprint focuses on essential 
areas in supporting the prosperity of all 
women in South Australia, including 
women’s safety and security, leadership 
and participation, economic wellbeing and 
women’s health. 

The state government has developed  
a range of measures under this plan 
including criminalising coercive control, 
introducing the Criminal Law 
Consolidation (Coercive Control) 
Amendment Bill 2024 into Parliament in 
August 2024, passing a Gender Equality 
Bill, finalising the decriminalisation of 
pregnancy termination in 2022, funding 
key support services and establishing 
programs to support the economic 
prosperity of South Australian women.

The state government has also 
re-established the Premier’s Women’s 
Directory, a resource for South Australian 
women who seek appointment to state 
government boards and committees.  
This Directory helps ensure that state 
government boards all comprise of  
at least 50% women. 

https://inclusive.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/95335/State-Disability-Inclusion-Plan-Inclusive-SA.pdf
https://inclusive.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/95335/State-Disability-Inclusion-Plan-Inclusive-SA.pdf
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=%2FC%2FA%2FDISABILITY%20INCLUSION%20ACT%202018
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=/v/a/2024/disability%20inclusion%20(review%20recommendations)%20amendment%20act%202024_22
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=/v/a/2024/disability%20inclusion%20(review%20recommendations)%20amendment%20act%202024_22
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=/v/a/2024/disability%20inclusion%20(review%20recommendations)%20amendment%20act%202024_22
https://officeforwomen.sa.gov.au/advisory-boards/south-australian-gender-pay-gap-taskforce-about-us
https://officeforwomen.sa.gov.au/advisory-boards/south-australian-gender-pay-gap-taskforce-about-us
https://officeforwomen.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/149373/Womens-Equality-Blueprint_2023.pdf
https://officeforwomen.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/149373/Womens-Equality-Blueprint_2023.pdf
https://officeforwomen.sa.gov.au/pwd/home
https://officeforwomen.sa.gov.au/pwd/home
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Social inclusion

SA Autism Strategy

The SA Autism Strategy sets out a five year 
roadmap to create meaningful cultural 
change, greater access to services, 
inclusion and participation in the 
community for Autistic people of all ages. 
The strategy sets out seven focus areas 
and 25 commitments for action  
and supports a dedicated whole of 
government approach to respond to the 
current needs and challenges of Autistic 
people and their families, with a vision to 
create a more inclusive state for all South 
Australians. The strategy will guide future 
inclusion policies in the state, with action 
plans currently being developed for each 
of the identified focus areas.

Adult Community Education

The Adult Community Education program 
provides opportunities for people to 
engage with education and training  
while developing the language, literacy, 
numeracy and digital skills needed for 
study, work and life. Through positive  
and supportive experiences, learners  
gain the confidence and skills they need  
to participate in the community, to enter 
further study or upskill in their current 
workplace. This program will be expanded 
to regional communities.

Volunteering Strategy for South 
Australia

The Volunteering Strategy for South 
Australia 2021-2027 sets out how the state 
government will continue to improve the 
experiences for South Australia’s 
volunteers. The strategy focuses on 
strengthening cross-sector collaboration 
and fostering diverse networks, making 
volunteering stronger, more inclusive and 
sustainable. The strategy ultimately aims 
to grow volunteer participation through 
collaborative action to connect and 
strengthen South Australians and their 
communities.

SA Youth Action Plan

The state government is developing 
a new Youth Action Plan for South 
Australia, which aims to deliver  
fair and equitable access to 
opportunities, resources and 
supports to young people. The  
plan will result in a set of actions 
identified through consultation  
with young people and youth 
stakeholders. The new plan is  
set to be launched early in 2025.

Goolwa Secondary College

https://autismstrategy.sa.gov.au/
https://mytraining.skills.sa.gov.au/training/get-started/ace
https://www.savolunteeringstrategy.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Strategy_Document_Mar2022.pdf
https://www.savolunteeringstrategy.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Strategy_Document_Mar2022.pdf
https://dhs.sa.gov.au/how-we-help/youth/sa-youth-action-plan/youth-action-plan-2024-2027
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Emergency resilience

Stronger Together Strategy

The Stronger Together, South Australia's 
Disaster Resilience Strategy 2019-2024 
aims to enable a shared understanding  
of disaster resilience that can be adopted 
and applied across the emergency 
management sector. The strategy 
identifies priority areas for disaster 
resilience effort and investment, practical 
evidence-based pilot projects and 
recommendations to guide action that  
will help build and develop a safer,  
more resilient South Australia. 

The strategy concludes in 2024, with  
an evaluation currently underway. The 
development of the next iteration of  
the strategy is being considered. Pilot 
mapping of the disaster resilience 
ecosystem at the state level has been 
completed, with the findings providing 
valuable insights to guide the future 
direction for disaster resilience initiatives 
across South Australia.

State Emergency Management Plan 

The State Emergency Management 
Committee (SEMC) is responsible for the 
State Emergency Management Plan 
(SEMP), which outlines a coordinated 

approach to building resilience and 
reducing vulnerability across all aspects  
of the community, including state and 
local government, business, the 
non-government sector and individuals.

The SEMC assigns Hazard Risk Reduction 
Leaders to manage risks associated with 
identified hazards. The management  
of hazards is an ongoing process based  
on risk assessment, research, experience  
of events and exercises. The SEMP 
recognises risks vary over time and that 
climate change and other factors such  
as change in land use and system and 
technological changes influence hazards 
and associated risks.

Extreme weather response for those 
sleeping rough

The state government’s Extreme weather 
response supports people who are 
sleeping rough through extreme weather 
events. These events include:
•	 Code Red activation, where the 

average daily temperature is above 
32°C for three consecutive days. 

•	 Code Blue activation, where average 
night time temperature falls below 6°C, 
there is significant rainfall and/or 
damaging winds, for three consecutive 
days. 

Chief Officer and Volunteers

https://safecom-files-v8.s3.amazonaws.com/current/docs/SA%27s%20Disaster%20Strategy%20FINAL%20CABINET%20VERSION%20%281%29.pdf
https://safecom-files-v8.s3.amazonaws.com/current/docs/SA%27s%20Disaster%20Strategy%20FINAL%20CABINET%20VERSION%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.dpc.sa.gov.au/responsibilities/security-emergency-and-recovery-management/state-emergency-management-plan
https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/housing/emergency-shelter-and-homelessness/extreme-weather-response-for-people-rough-sleeping
https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/housing/emergency-shelter-and-homelessness/extreme-weather-response-for-people-rough-sleeping
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Resources

Onkaparinga River, Fleurieu Peninsula National Park 
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Data Sources

The state government aims to assist 
businesses and the community in making 
informed decisions about climate risks  
by providing access to high quality climate 
information. 

The Climate change science and 
knowledge plan for South Australia 2022 
provides a framework for climate action  
by identifying existing climate knowledge 
and provides a strategy for identifying 
priority areas for further development  
of climate data.

The state government has recently 
published:
•	 The Guide to Climate Projections for 

Risk Assessment and Planning in 
South Australia 2022 provides a 
summary of the likely changes to key 
climate variables, including 
temperature, rainfall, 
evapotranspiration, days of severe fire 
danger and sea level rise under 
different greenhouse gas emissions 
scenarios. The Guide draws on the 
most up to date climate change 
projections for South Australia and 
can be used for climate change risk 
assessment, adaptation planning and 
community engagement.  

•	 Tracking Changes in South Australia’s 
Environment 2023 report assesses the 
current condition of South Australia’s 
environment, tracks environmental 
trends over time and evaluates the 
reliability of the underpinning data and 
information. Organised under five key 
themes—Climate, Biodiversity, Water, 
Land, and Liveability—each report 
card provides a snapshot of an 

environmental indicator, supported by 
detailed technical information. Report 
cards provide a crucial ‘point in time’ 
assessment, highlighting statewide 
patterns, insights into past responses 
and gaps in knowledge. The report 
cards offer retrospective insights and 
forecasting of future trends and 
emerging challenges. The report cards 
provide the state with a robust and 
comprehensive assessment of the 
changing environment and are 
invaluable tools for informed decision 
making, guiding efforts to protect and 
conserve South Australia’s natural 
assets for the benefit of current and 
future generations.

•	 The State of the Environment 2023 
report (SOE) provides information on 
key aspects of the environment, 
including: Climate, Air, Land, Water, 
River Murray, Sea and Liveability. The 
SOE is prepared every five years under 
the Environment Protection Act 1993. 
The 2023 SOE is the 8th published 
report since 1988. The 2023 SOE 
adopts the international pressure-
state-response model, provides 
recommendations to state 
government and offers suggestions 
that could be applied to improve 
environmental outcomes. The SOE 
provides recommendations to state 
government to address the most 
significant environmental issues and 
data and analysis to assist 
government, industry and the 
community to take action to improve 
environmental outcomes.

https://data.environment.sa.gov.au/Content/Publications/Climate%20change%20science%20and%20knowledge%20plan%20for%20South%20Australia%202022.pdf
https://data.environment.sa.gov.au/Content/Publications/Climate%20change%20science%20and%20knowledge%20plan%20for%20South%20Australia%202022.pdf
https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/topics/climate-change/climate-science-knowledge-resources/latest-climate-projections-for-sa
https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/topics/climate-change/climate-science-knowledge-resources/latest-climate-projections-for-sa
https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/topics/climate-change/climate-science-knowledge-resources/latest-climate-projections-for-sa
https://data.environment.sa.gov.au/Content/Publications/SA_2023_ReportCards_FullReport.pdf
https://data.environment.sa.gov.au/Content/Publications/SA_2023_ReportCards_FullReport.pdf
https://soe.epa.sa.gov.au/files/documents/SOER-Summary-Report.pdf
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Other Climate Data

Other sources of climate data include:

SA Climate Ready

The CSIRO prepared downscaled climate 
projection data for South Australia as  
part of the Goyder Institute for Water 
Research’s SA Climate Ready project.  
The SA Climate Ready climate projections 
datasets continue to be deployed in 
hydrological modelling and climate change 
adaptation planning. In 2020 DEW joined 
the New South Wales Australia Regional 
Climate Modelling (NARCliM) partnership, 
producing dynamically downscaled climate 
projections on a high-resolution grid. 
Projections for six climate variables were 
provided, including rainfall, maximum and 
minimum temperature, solar radiation, 
humidity and evapotranspiration. 

Over time these are superseding the  
SA Climate Ready climate projections  
and have become a standard in the  
state for climate change risk and impact 
assessment and adaptation planning. 

In 2022, South Australia became a 
member state of the National Partnership 
for Climate Projections (NPCP), which 
provides coordination of the climate 
change projection projects in progress  
at state and national level, including the 
NARCliM partnership, Queensland 
government, CSIRO and Bureau of 
Meteorology.

South Australia Climate Projections 
Viewer

DEW has produced the South Australia 
Climate Projections Viewer, an interactive 
climate projections map which displays 
projected changes to weather variables, 
including temperature and rainfall, across 
the state for a range of future time periods.

The climate change projection data  
used to develop these maps are  
drawn from the second generation of 
NARCliM projections released in 2021 
(NARCliM 1.5).

The Urban Heat and Tree Canopy 
Mapping Project

The Urban Heat and Tree Canopy Mapping 
Project was undertaken in 2022, using 
multispectral imagery, LiDAR technology 
and thermal imagery to map tree canopy, 
green spaces, built environment and 
urban heat islands across the entire 
metropolitan Adelaide area.

This data was then analysed to calculate 
the percentage and total area of canopy 
cover, green space, permeable and 
impermeable surfaces and building 
footprint across the study area.

The project aims to drive coordinated 
practical action to increase tree canopy 
and decrease hard surfaces.

https://data.environment.sa.gov.au/Climate/SA-Climate-Ready/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/climate-viewer/details/
https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/climate-viewer/details/
https://www.greenadelaide.sa.gov.au/projects/urban-heat-and-tree-canopy-mapping
https://www.greenadelaide.sa.gov.au/projects/urban-heat-and-tree-canopy-mapping
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Note on climate data used in this 
Sustainability Report

The federal government produces state 
and territory greenhouse gas inventories 
and publishes them with a two year delay.  
These inventories are calculated in 
accordance with international guidelines 
and protocols and are based on data 
derived from multiple sources. Some data 
is collected specifically for greenhouse gas 
monitoring from Australia’s large emitters, 
excluding governments, under the 
National Greenhouse and Energy Reporting 
Act 2007, while other data is calculated 
from secondary sources.

The federal government regularly revises 
inventory emission factors and 
methodologies when new information or 
more accurate methodologies become 
available. Under the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change 
rules, the federal government is required 
to revise figures back to 1989-1990 to 
ensure time series consistency. These 
revisions can lead to changes in annual 
emissions figures. Emissions data 
produced in this Sustainability Report  
is accurate as at October 2024.

This Sustainability Report utilises data 
provided by the federal government’s 
Department for Climate Change, Energy, 
the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) 
through their national greenhouse gas 
emissions inventories. The methodology 
for estimating greenhouse gas emissions 
and sinks uses a combination of methods 
consistent with the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 2006 
Guidelines, supplemented by aspects of 
the 2019 IPCC Refinement and the IPCC 
2013 Wetlands Supplement, in accordance 
with international practice. These 
methods incorporate plant specific 
emissions estimations processes, 
characterisations of capital and 
technology types at the point of 
emissions, dynamic relationships that link 
current emissions outcomes with the 
activity levels of previous years and spatial 
differences in emissions processes across 
Australia. For more information, see the 
National Inventory Report 2022.

Bookpurnong, South Australia

https://www.legislation.gov.au/C2007A00175/2021-09-01/text
https://www.legislation.gov.au/C2007A00175/2021-09-01/text
https://unfccc.int/resource/docs/convkp/conveng.pdf
https://unfccc.int/resource/docs/convkp/conveng.pdf
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/climate-change/publications/state-and-territory-greenhouse-gas-inventories
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/climate-change/publications/state-and-territory-greenhouse-gas-inventories
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/2006-ipcc-guidelines-for-national-greenhouse-gas-inventories/
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/2006-ipcc-guidelines-for-national-greenhouse-gas-inventories/
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/2006-ipcc-guidelines-for-national-greenhouse-gas-inventories/
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/2019-refinement-to-the-2006-ipcc-guidelines-for-national-greenhouse-gas-inventories/
https://www.ipcc.ch/publication/2013-supplement-to-the-2006-ipcc-guidelines-for-national-greenhouse-gas-inventories-wetlands/
https://www.ipcc.ch/publication/2013-supplement-to-the-2006-ipcc-guidelines-for-national-greenhouse-gas-inventories-wetlands/
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/national-inventory-report-2022-volume-1.pdf
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Data Sources for Figures  
and Tables

Figures

Figure 1: State government financial snapshot, 
2022-23

Source: Consolidated Financial Report 2022-23, 
https://www.treasury.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/
pdf_file/0008/974366/2022-23-Consolidated-
Financial-Report.pdf

Figure 2: South Australian Gross State Product 
by industry, 2012-13 to 2022-23

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Australian 
National Accounts: State Accounts, https://www.
abs.gov.au/statistics/economy/national-
accounts/australian-national-accounts-state-
accounts

Figure 3: Statewide Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
(MtCO2-e) and Percentage of Generation from 
Renewables, 2004-05 – 2021-22

Source: Australia’s National Greenhouse 
Accounts, Department of Climate Change, 
Energy, the Environment and Water, https://www.
greenhouseaccounts.climatechange.gov.au/; 
National Electricity Market data, OpenElectricity, 
https://explore.openelectricity.org.au/energy/ne
m/?range=7d&interval=30m&view=discre
te-time&group=Detailed

Figure 4: Statewide emissions by Sector, 
2004-05 to 2021-22

Source: Australia’s National Greenhouse 
Accounts, Department of Climate Change, Energy 
the Environment and Water, https://www.
greenhouseaccounts.climatechange.gov.au

Figure 5: South Australian greenhouse gas 
emissions contribution to total net emissions  
by sector 2021-22

Source: Australia’s National Greenhouse 
Accounts, Department of Climate Change, Energy 
the Environment and Water, https://www.
greenhouseaccounts.climatechange.gov.au

Figure 6: South Australian renewable vs 
non-renewable electricity generation, 2016-17  
to 2022-23

Source: South Australian Electricity Report 
November 2023, Australia Energy Market 
Operator (AEMO), https://aemo.com.au/-/media/
files/electricity/nem/planning_and_forecasting/
sa_advisory/2023/2023-south-australian-
electricity-report.pdf?la=en

Figure 7: South Australian local electricity 
generation sources in 2022-23

Source: South Australian Electricity Report 
November 2023, Australia Energy Market 
Operator (AEMO), https://aemo.com.au/-/media/
files/electricity/nem/planning_and_forecasting/
sa_advisory/2023/2023-south-australian-
electricity-report.pdf?la=en  

Tables

Table 1: Statewide emissions by Sector, 2004-05 
to 2021-22  

Source: Australia’s National Greenhouse 
Accounts, Department of Climate Change, Energy 
the Environment and Water, https://www.
greenhouseaccounts.climatechange.gov.au

Table 2: Short and Long Term projections for 
RCP4.5 scenario

Source: Guide to Climate Projections for Risk 
Assessment and Planning in South Australia 
2022, Department for Environment and Water, 
https://data.environment.sa.gov.au/Content/
Publications/Guide%20to%20climate%20
projections%20for%20risk%20assessment%20
and%20planning%20in%20South%20
Australia%202022.pdf  

https://www.treasury.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/974366/2022-23-Consolidated-Financial-Report.pdf
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/economy/national-accounts/australian-national-accounts-state-accounts
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/economy/national-accounts/australian-national-accounts-state-accounts
https://www.greenhouseaccounts.climatechange.gov.au/
https://www.greenhouseaccounts.climatechange.gov.au/
https://explore.openelectricity.org.au/energy/nem/?range=7d&interval=30m&view=discrete-time&group=Detailed
https://www.greenhouseaccounts.climatechange.gov.au/
https://www.greenhouseaccounts.climatechange.gov.au/
https://www.greenhouseaccounts.climatechange.gov.au/
https://www.greenhouseaccounts.climatechange.gov.au/
https://aemo.com.au/-/media/files/electricity/nem/planning_and_forecasting/sa_advisory/2023/2023-south-australian-electricity-report.pdf?la=en
https://aemo.com.au/-/media/files/electricity/nem/planning_and_forecasting/sa_advisory/2023/2023-south-australian-electricity-report.pdf?la=en
https://aemo.com.au/-/media/files/electricity/nem/planning_and_forecasting/sa_advisory/2023/2023-south-australian-electricity-report.pdf?la=en
https://aemo.com.au/-/media/files/electricity/nem/planning_and_forecasting/sa_advisory/2023/2023-south-australian-electricity-report.pdf?la=en
https://aemo.com.au/-/media/files/electricity/nem/planning_and_forecasting/sa_advisory/2023/2023-south-australian-electricity-report.pdf?la=en
https://www.greenhouseaccounts.climatechange.gov.au/
https://www.greenhouseaccounts.climatechange.gov.au/
https://data.environment.sa.gov.au/Content/Publications/Guide%20to%20climate%20projections%20for%20risk%20assessment%20and%20planning%20in%20South%20Australia%202022.pdf
https://data.environment.sa.gov.au/Content/Publications/Guide%20to%20climate%20projections%20for%20risk%20assessment%20and%20planning%20in%20South%20Australia%202022.pdf
https://data.environment.sa.gov.au/Content/Publications/Guide%20to%20climate%20projections%20for%20risk%20assessment%20and%20planning%20in%20South%20Australia%202022.pdf
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Additional References

20 Year State Infrastructure Strategy: https://
www.infrastructure.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/
pdf_file/0010/945154/ISA032-SIS-Discussion-
Paper-12.pdf

2021 Census: https://www.abs.gov.au/census/
find-census-data/quickstats/2021/AUS

250 Apprenticeships Pilot Program: https://
www.housing.sa.gov.au/about-us/careers/
employment-pathways-program/250-
Apprenticeships-Pilot-Program

A
Aboriginal Health Care Framework 2023-2031: 
https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/
connect/3820024d-d818-4591-8925-
a74d152aa30b/Aboriginal+Health+Care+ 
Framework+2023+-+2031+-+online.pdf?MOD=AJ
PERES&amp;CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE-
3820024d-d818-4591-8925-a74d152aa30b-
ow8u1lx

Adelaide BioMed City: https://www.sahealth.
sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/public+content/
sa+health+internet/careers/working+for+sa 
+health/our+facilities/adelaide+biomed+city

Adelaide National Park City: https://www.
nationalparkcity.org/

Adelaide University: https://adelaideuni.edu.au/

Adult Community Education: https://mytraining.
skills.sa.gov.au/training/get-started/ace

Affordable housing policy: https://www.
housing.sa.gov.au/documents/affordable-
housing/Affordable-Housing-Price-Variance.pdf

Aquatic Ecosystem Condition Reports: https://
www.epa.sa.gov.au/environmental_info/water_
quality/water_quality_monitoring

Aspire Program: https://www.treasury.sa.gov.
au/Growing-South-Australia/social-impact-
investment

Australian National Accounts: State Accounts: 
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/economy/
national-accounts/australian-national-accounts-
state-accounts/latest-release

Australian Sustainability Reporting Standards 
S1 General requirements for disclosure of 
sustainability-related financial information: 
https://standards.aasb.gov.au/aasb-s1-sep-2024

Australian Sustainability Reporting Standards 
S2 Climate-related disclosures: https://
standards.aasb.gov.au/aasb-s2-sep-2024

Australia’s National Greenhouse Accounts: 
https://greenhouseaccounts.climatechange.gov.au/

A Better Housing Future plan: https://www.
housing.sa.gov.au/documents/our-housing-
future/A-Better-Housing-Future.pdf

B 
BioData SA: https://www.environment.sa.gov.
au/topics/science/information-and-data/
biodata-sa

Blue Carbon Strategy for South Australia: 
https://cdn.environment.sa.gov.au/environment/
docs/blue-carbon-strategy-for-south-australia.pdf

Bowden development: https://renewalsa.sa.
gov.au/projects/bowden

Business Sustainability Program: https://www.
greenindustries.sa.gov.au/bsp-funding

C 

Carbon Farming Roadmap: https://pir.sa.gov.
au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/428893/
carbon-farming-roadmap.pdf

Circular Economy Resource Recovery Report 
2022-23: http://www.greenindustries.sa.gov.au/
resources/circular-economy-resource-recovery-
report-2022-23

Climate Change and Greenhouse Emissions 
Reduction Act 2007 (SA): https://www.legislation.
sa.gov.au/lz?path=%2FC%2FA%2FCLIMATE%20
CHANGE%20AND%20GREENHOUSE%20
EMISSIONS%20REDUCTION%20ACT%202007

Climate change in Australia: https://www.
climatechangeinaustralia.gov.au/en/

Climate change science and knowledge plan 
for South Australia: Climate-Change-Science-
and-Knowledge-Plan.pdf 

Container Deposit Scheme: https://www.epa.
sa.gov.au/community/have_your_say/
beverage-container-deposit-scheme-
amendment-bill-2024

Country Cabinet: https://www.dpc.sa.gov.au/
responsibilities/cabinet-and-executive-council/
country-cabinet

Critical Minerals South Australia: https://www.
energymining.sa.gov.au/industry/geological- 
survey/gssa-projects/critical-minerals-south-
australia
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D 

Disability Inclusion Act 2018: https://www.
legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=%2FC%2FA% 
2FDISABILITY%20INCLUSION%20ACT%202018

Disability Inclusion (Review Recommendations) 
Amendment Bill 2024: https://www.legislation.
sa.gov.au/lz?path=/v/a/2024/disability%20
inclusion%20(review%20recommendations) 
%20amendment%20act%202024_22

E 

Economic Recovery Fund: https://www.
treasury.sa.gov.au/Growing-South-Australia/
economic-recovery-fund

emPowering SA: https://www.energymining.
sa.gov.au/consumers/solar-and-batteries/
community-batteries

Energy bill concession policy: https://dhs.
sa.gov.au/how-we-help/cost-of-living/
concessions/energy-retailers

Energy Masters Program: https://www.
energymining.sa.gov.au/home/news/
latest/500-south-australian-households-to-
benefit-from-energy-smart-upgrades#:~: 
text=Energy%20Masters%20will%20trial%20
smart,led%20by%20SA%20Power%20Networks.

Environment Protection Act 1993 (SA): https://
www.legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=%2Fc%2Fa% 
2Fenvironment%20protection%20act%201993

Environment Protection (Waste to Resources) 
Policy 2010: https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/
lz?path=%2FC%2FPOL%2FEnvironment%20
Protection%20(Waste%20to%20Resources) 
%20Policy%202010

EV Fleet Pledge: https://www.energymining.
sa.gov.au/industry/hydrogen-and-renewable-
energy/electric-vehicles/electric-vehicle-fleet-
pledge

Extreme weather response: https://www.sa.
gov.au/topics/housing/emergency-shelter-and-
homelessness/extreme-weather-response-for-
people-rough-sleeping

F 

Flood and Bushfire Hazard Mapping 
Assessment Projects: https://plan.sa.gov.au/
our_planning_system/programs_and_initiatives/
hazard_mapping_project

Flows for the Future: https://www.environment.
sa.gov.au/topics/water/flows-for-future

Freight and Supply Chain Strategy 2024: 
https://www.dit.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_
file/0003/1371027/DIT-SA-Freight-and-Supply-
Chain-Strategy-2024-06.pdf

Funds SA Climate Report 2023: https://www.
funds.sa.gov.au/about-funds-sa/investments/
responsible-investment/

Future Battery Industries CRC: https://fbicrc.
com.au/

Future Fuels CRC: https://www.futurefuelscrc.
com/

G 

Gender Pay Gap Taskforce: https://
officeforwomen.sa.gov.au/advisory-boards/
south-australian-gender-pay-gap-taskforce-
about-us

Global Liveability Index 2024: https://www.eiu.
com/n/campaigns/global-liveability-index-2024/ 

Greater Seaton Urban Renewal: https://
renewalsa.sa.gov.au/projects/seaton

Green Iron and Steel Strategy: https://www.
energymining.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_
file/0010/1017829/South-Australias-Green-iron-
and-steel-strategy.pdf

Green Iron Expression of Interest: https://
www.energymining.sa.gov.au/industry/
green-iron-and-steel/green-iron-opportunity-
expression-of-interest

Green Procurement Guidelines: https://www.
procurement.sa.gov.au/documents2/
guidelines2/Green-Procurement-Guideline.pdf

Guide to Climate Projections for Risk 
Assessment and Planning in South Australia 
2022: https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/topics/
climate-change/climate-science-knowledge-
resources/latest-climate-projections-for-sa

H 

Healthy Parks Healthy People SA: https://www.
environment.sa.gov.au/topics/park-
management/statewide-park-strategies/
healthy-parks-healthy-people

Heavy Industry Low-Carbon Transition CRC: 
https://hiltcrc.com.au/

Holding onto Our Future: https://cacyp.com.au/
wp-content/uploads/2024/06/CACYP-Inquiry_
Final-Report_14052024.pdf

Hydrogen and Renewable Energy Act 2023 (SA): 
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=/c/a/
hydrogen%20and%20renewable%20energy%20
act%202023

Hydrogen Jobs Plan: https://www.ohpsa.sa.gov.
au/projects/hydrogen-jobs-plan

HyP SA: https://www.energymining.sa.gov.au/
industry/hydrogen-and-renewable-energy/
hydrogen-in-south-australia/hydrogen-projects-
in-south-australia/australian-gas-networks-hypsa
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I 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
2006 Guidelines: https://www.ipcc.ch/
report/2006-ipcc-guidelines-for-national-
greenhouse-gas-inventories/

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
2013 Wetlands Supplement: https://www.ipcc.
ch/publication/2013-supplement-to-the-2006-
ipcc-guidelines-for-national-greenhouse-gas-
inventories-wetlands/

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
2019 Refinement: https://www.ipcc.ch/
report/2019-refinement-to-the-2006-ipcc-
guidelines-for-national-greenhouse-gas-
inventories/

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
5th Assessment Report: https://www.ipcc.ch/
assessment-report/ar5/

Invest SA: https://invest.sa.gov.au/

J 

Jobs and Skills Outlook 2024: https://skills.sa.
gov.au/outlook

K 

Kanyini Space Services Mission Press Release: 
https://www.premier.sa.gov.au/media-releases/
news-archive/we-have-lift-off!-south-australian-
satellite-kanyini-successfully-launches-into-space

L 

Living in SA: https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/
about-sa/living-in-sa

Lot Fourteen: https://lotfourteen.com.au/

M 

More Homes for South Australians Housing 
Roadmap: https://www.dhud.sa.gov.au/__data/
assets/pdf_file/0008/1078586/HousingRoadmap.
pdf

N 

National Climate Resilience and Adaptation 
Strategy 2021 to 2025: https://www.agriculture.
gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/
national-climate-resilience-and-adaptation-
strategy.pdf

National Electricity (South Australia) Act 1996 
(SA): https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/
lz?path=%2FC%2FA%2FNATIONAL%20
ELECTRICITY%20(SOUTH%20AUSTRALIA)%20
ACT%201996

National Electricity Market: https://aemo.com.
au/en/energy-systems/electricity/
national-electricity-market-nem

National Greenhouse and Energy Reporting Act 
2007 (Cth): https://www.legislation.gov.au/
C2007A00175/2021-09-01/text

National Inventory Reports: https://www.
dcceew.gov.au/climate-change/publications/
national-inventory-reports

National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 (SA): 
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/
lz?path=%2FC%2FA%2Fnational%20parks 
%20and%20wildlife%20act%201972

National School Reform Agreement: https://
www.premier.sa.gov.au/media-releases/
news-archive/south-australia-leading-education-
reform

Net Zero: https://www.dcceew.gov.au/
climate-change/emissions-reduction/net-zero

Net Zero Energy Builder: https://netzero.
pointsbuild.com.au/netzero/about

New climate change projections for SA maps 
and findings 2022: https://data.environment.sa.
gov.au/Content/Publications/New%20
climate%20change%20projections%20for%20
SA%20maps%20and%20findings%202022.pdf

New Mount Barker Hospital: https://www.
sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/
public+content/sa+health+internet/about+us/
our+local+health+networks/barossa+hills+ 
fleurieu+local+health+network/barossa+ 
hills+fleurieu+hospitals+and+health+ 
services/new+mount+barker+hospital+ 
development

New Women's and Children's Hospital: 
https://www.newwch.sa.gov.au/

Noarlunga development: https://renewalsa.
sa.gov.au/projects/noarlunga

O 

Office for Regional Housing: https://renewalsa.
sa.gov.au/our-approach/office-for-regional-
housing

Office of Hydrogen Power SA: https://www.
ohpsa.sa.gov.au/

Office of Northern Water Delivery: https://
www.northernwater.sa.gov.au/

P 

Planning for Climate Change: https://plan.sa.
gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/1252895/
Planning-for-climate-change.pdf
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Playford Alive development: https://renewalsa.
sa.gov.au/projects/playford-alive

Port Augusta Technical College: https://www.
technicalcolleges.sa.gov.au/our-colleges/
port-augusta-technical-college

Port Bonython Hydrogen Hub: https://www.
ohpsa.sa.gov.au/projects/port-bonython-
hydrogen-hub

Premiers Climate Change Council: https://
www.environment.sa.gov.au/topics/
climate-change/premiers-climate-change-council

Premier's Women's Directory: https://
officeforwomen.sa.gov.au/pwd/home

Prospect development: https://renewalsa.
sa.gov.au/projects/prospect

R 

Radiation Protection and Control Act 2021: 
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/
lz?path=%2FC%2FA%2FRadiation%20
Protection%20and%20Control%20Act%202021

Real Property Act 1886 (SA): https://www.
legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=%2FC%2FA% 
2FREAL%20PROPERTY%20ACT%201886

Regional Climate Partnerships: https://www.
environment.sa.gov.au/topics/climate-change/
government-action-on-climate-change/
adapting-to-climate-change/regional-climate-
partnerships

Reliable Affordable Clean Energy for 2030 
CRC: https://racefor2030.com.au/

Remote Area Energy Supply scheme: https://
www.energymining.sa.gov.au/consumers/
energy-grid-and-supply/remote-area-energy-
supply/about-raes#:~:text=The%20South%20
Australian%20government%20subsidises, 
South%20Australian%20on%2Dgrid%20market

Report on the operation of the Climate Change 
and Greenhouse Emissions Reduction Act 2007: 
https://cdn.environment.sa.gov.au/environment/
docs/Report-on-the-operation-of-the-Climate-
Change-and-Greenhouse-Emissions-Reduction-
Act-2007-South-Australia.pdf

Research and Innovation Fund: https://
statedevelopment.sa.gov.au/science-and-
research-excellence/rif

Retailer Energy Productivity Scheme: https://
www.energymining.sa.gov.au/industry/
energy-efficiency-and-productivity/
retailer-energy-productivity-scheme-reps

River Murray Flood Resilience Code 
Amendment: https://plan.sa.gov.au/have_your_
say/code-amendments/view_consultation_
item?queries_search_query=River_Murray_
Flood_Resilience_Code_Amendment

Roadmap for the Future of Tafe SA: https://
www.education.sa.gov.au/docs/sper/tafe-sa/
roadmap-for-future-of-tafe-sa.pdf

S 

SA Autism Strategy 2024–2029: https://
autismstrategy.sa.gov.au/

SA Climate Ready: https://data.environment.
sa.gov.au/Climate/SA-Climate-Ready/Pages/
default.aspx

SA Climate Ready Coasts: https://www.lga.sa.
gov.au/about/what-we-do/sa-climate-ready-
coasts

SA Health Climate Change Framework: https://
yoursay.sa.gov.au/climate-change-and-health

SA Housing Roadmap: https://www.dhud.sa.
gov.au/housing-roadmap/more-homes-for-
south-australians

SA Small Business Strategy 2023-2030: https://
business.sa.gov.au/file/downloads/south- 
australias-small-business-strategy-2023-2030

SA Waste Strategy 2020-2025: https://www.
greenindustries.sa.gov.au/resources/
sa-waste-strategy-2020-2025

SA Water 2024-2028 delivery program: https://
www.premier.sa.gov.au/media-releases/
news-items/first-pipes-in-the-ground-to-unlock-
new-homes

SA Water 30 Year Asset Investment Plan: 
https://www.sawater.com.au/__data/assets/pdf_
file/0008/697787/SAW_30-year-asset-
plan-2022-2.pdf

SA Water Net Zero Strategy 2030: https://www.
sawater.com.au/water-and-the-environment/
recycling-and-the-environment/energy-
management-and-climate

SA's agriculture research and innovation to 
drive Net Zero by 2050: https://www.premier.
sa.gov.au/media-releases/news-items/
sas-agriculture-research-and-innovation-to-
drive-net-zero-by-2050#:~:text=The%20
South%20Australian%20Government%20
has,greenhouse%20gas%20emissions%20in 
%202022.
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Single-use and Other Plastic Products (Waste 
Avoidance) Act 2020: https://www.legislation.
sa.gov.au/lz?path=%2FC%2FA%2FSINGLE-
USE%20AND%20OTHER%20PLASTIC%20
PRODUCTS%20(WASTE%20AVOIDANCE)%20
ACT%202020

Skill Shortage Solutions: https://skills.sa.gov.au/
skill-shortage-solutions

Skilled. Thriving. Connected: https://skills.sa.
gov.au/policy

Small Business Energy Efficiency Grant: 
https://business.sa.gov.au/programs/
small-business-energy-efficiency-grant

Small Business Sustainability Support 
Program: https://business.sa.gov.au/programs/
sustainability-support-program

SmartSat CRC: https://smartsatcrc.com/

Smart Charging Trials: https://www.
energymining.sa.gov.au/industry/
hydrogen-and-renewable-energy/
electric-vehicles/smart-charging-trials

Social Housing Accelerator Payment: https://
www.housing.sa.gov.au/social-housing/
social-housing-accelerator-payment

Social Housing Energy Performance Initiative: 
https://www.statebudget.sa.gov.au/our-budget/
cost-of-living

South Australia Climate Projections Viewer: 
https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/
climate-viewer/details/

South Australia Electricity Report - November 
2023: https://aemo.com.au/-/media/files/
electricity/nem/planning_and_forecasting/sa_
advisory/2023/2023-south-australian-electricity-
report.pdf?la=en

South Australian Aboriginal Housing Strategy 
2021-2031: https://www.housing.sa.gov.au/
news-and-publications/publications/sa_
aboriginal-housing-strategy

South Australian Critical Infrastructure 
Resilience Strategy 2023-2026: https://www.
security.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_
file/0010/980605/DPC-SA-Critical-Infrastructure-
Resilience-Strategy-FIN-WEB.pdf

South Australian Economic Statement: https://
www.premier.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_
file/0004/895054/SA-Economic-Statement.pdf

South Australian Financing Authority 
Sustainability Bonds Framework: https://www.
safa.sa.gov.au/fmcs/sustainability-bonds-
framework

South Australian First Nations Voice to 
Parliament: https://www.firstnationsvoice.sa.
gov.au/

South Australian Government Climate 
Actions: https://cdn.environment.sa.gov.au/
environment/docs/935664-DEW-SA-
Government-Climate-Actions-doc-V8.pdf

South Australian Research and Development 
Institute (SARDI): https://pir.sa.gov.au/research/
about_sardi

South Australia's Advanced Manufacturing 
Strategy: https://statedevelopment.sa.gov.au/
manufacturing/plan

South Australia's Education Reform: https://
www.premier.sa.gov.au/media-releases/
news-archive/south-australia-leading-education-
reform

South Australia's Electric Vehicle Action Plan: 
https://www.energymining.sa.gov.au/__data/
assets/pdf_file/0009/609390/DEM-Electric-
Vehicle-Action-Plan.pdf

South Australia's Implementation Plan for 
the National Agreement on Closing the Gap: 
https://www.agd.sa.gov.au/aboriginal-affairs-
and-reconciliation/closing-the-gap/
south-australias-implementation-plan/
South-Australias-Implementation-Plan-for-
Closing-the-Gap.pdf

South Australia's Virtual Power Plant: https://
www.energymining.sa.gov.au/consumers/
solar-and-batteries/south-australias-virtual-
power-plant

South Australia's Women's Equality Blueprint: 
https://officeforwomen.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/
pdf_file/0009/149373/Womens-Equality-
Blueprint_2023.pdf

Statewide Bushfire Hazards Overlay Code 
Amendment: https://plan.sa.gov.au/have_your_
say/code-amendments/view_consultation_
item?queries_search_query=Statewide_Bushfire_
Hazards_Overlay_Code_Amendment

Statewide Flood Hazard Code Amendment: 
https://plan.sa.gov.au/news/article/2024/
flooding-hazards-mapping-update-code-
amendment-approved

State and Territory Greenhouse Gas 
Inventories (DCCEEW): https://www.dcceew.
gov.au/climate-change/publications/
state-and-territory-greenhouse-gas-inventories

State Disability Inclusion Plan 2019 to 2013: 
https://inclusive.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_
file/0007/95335/State-Disability-Inclusion-Plan-
Inclusive-SA.pdf
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State Emergency Management Plan: https://
www.dpc.sa.gov.au/responsibilities/
security-emergency-and-recovery-management/
state-emergency-management-plan 

State Landscape Strategy: https://cdn.
environment.sa.gov.au/landscape/docs/
statewide/828374-LSA-Statewide-Landscape-
Strategy-V15-FIN3-web.pdf

State of the Environment 2023: https://soe.
epa.sa.gov.au/files/documents/SOER-Summary-
Report.pdf

State Prosperity Project: https://www.
stateprosperity.sa.gov.au

Strategy for Public Education in South 
Australia: https://www.education.sa.gov.au/
purpose-media/Public-Education-Strategic-Plan.pdf

Strong People, Strong Country: https://cdn.
environment.sa.gov.au/environment/docs/
strong-people-strong-country-gen.pdf

Stronger Together, South Australia's Disaster 
Resilience Strategy 2019-2024: https://
safecom-files-v8.s3.amazonaws.com/current/docs/
SA%27s%20Disaster%20Strategy%20FINAL%20
CABINET%20VERSION%20%281%29.pdf

T 

Tafe SA: https://www.tafesa.edu.au

Tapangka on Franklin development: https://
renewalsa.sa.gov.au/projects/tapangka 

Technical Colleges: https://www.
technicalcolleges.sa.gov.au/

The Paris Agreement: https://unfccc.int/
process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement

The Urban Heat and Tree Canopy Mapping 
Project: https://www.greenadelaide.sa.gov.au/
projects/urban-heat-and-tree-canopy-mapping

Thebarton development: https://renewalsa.
sa.gov.au/projects/thebarton

Tonsley Innovation District: https://tonsley.
com.au/

Tracking Changes in South Australia’s 
Environment 2023: https://data.environment.
sa.gov.au/Content/Publications/SA_2023_
ReportCards_FullReport.pdf

Treasurer’s Instruction 2 – Financial 
Management: https://www.treasury.sa.gov.au/
budget/treasurers-instructions/treasurers-
instructions-files/TI02-financial-management.pdf

Tree Protection and Planting Code 
Amendment: https://plan.sa.gov.au/__data/
assets/pdf_file/0005/1397048/Tree-Protection-
and-Planting-Code-Amendment-Proposal-to-
Initiate.pdf

U 

United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change: https://unfccc.int/resource/
docs/convkp/conveng.pdf

Universal preschool for 3-year-olds: https://
www.earlychildhood.sa.gov.au/for-parents-and-
carers/universal-preschool-for-3-year-olds

Urban Greening Strategy for metro Adelaide: 
https://www.greenadelaide.sa.gov.au/projects/
adelaide-greening-strategy

Urban Heat and Tree Canopy Mapping 
Project: https://www.greenadelaide.sa.gov.au/
projects/urban-heat-and-tree-canopy-mapping

Urban Renewal Projects: https://www.housing.
sa.gov.au/other_services/urban-renewal-projects

Urban Water Directions Statement: https://
www.environment.sa.gov.au/topics/water/
water-in-urban-environments/urban-water-
directions-statement

V 
Volunteering Strategy for South Australia: 
https://www.savolunteeringstrategy.org.au/
wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Strategy_
Document_Mar2022.pdf

W 
Waite Research Precinct: https://www.thewaite.
org/

Wakwakurna Kanyini: https://www.snaicc.org.
au/wakwakurna-kanyini/

Wardliparingga Aboriginal Health Equity Unit: 
https://sahmri.org.au/research/themes/
aboriginal-health

Water Industry Act 2012 (SA): https://www.
legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=%2FC%2FA%2F 
WATER%20INDUSTRY%20ACT%202012

Water Security Statement: https://cdn.
environment.sa.gov.au/environment/docs/
Final-Water-Security-Statement_150222-
PDF_2022-02-18-054712_ithg.pdf

Y 
Youth Action Plan 2024-2027: https://dhs.sa.
gov.au/how-we-help/youth/sa-youth-action-
plan/youth-action-plan-2024-2027

Z 
Zero emission public transport fleet: https://
www.adelaidemetro.com.au/about-us/
go-green#:~:text=Bus%20fleet%20
transition,plan%20to%20reach%20this%20goal
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Disclaimer

While reasonable efforts have been made 
to ensure the contents of this publication 
are factually correct the Government  
of South Australia, its agents, 
instrumentalities, officers and employees:
•	 make no warranties or representations 

regarding the quality, accuracy, 
merchantability or fitness for purpose 
of any material in this report.

•	 make no representations, express  
or implied, as to the accuracy of  
any information or data contained  
in this report.

•	 accept no liability however arising  
for any loss resulting from the use  
of this report.

•	 make no representations, either 
expressed or implied, as to the 
suitability of the said information  
or data, for any particular purpose.
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